
 

2012: HIGHLIGHTS 

 

[09 February 2012] 

3-meter-long Billboard for Kids and Grandmas painted by the small Natalie  

Natalia Uzunova from Kardzhali, a 7-year-
old girl, painted a project billboard 2.10 by 
3.00 meters under the title “I and my 
Grandma”, dedicated to the year 2012 - 
the European Year for Active Aging and 
Cooperation between the Generations.  
 

 
 
 
The billboard has been installed in the Art 
Gallery and will be part of Natalia’s first 
solo exhibition to open of her 7th birthday. 
Natalia is a student in the visual arts class, 
organized by Art Movement Krug.  
 
The exhibit shows 100 single-handedly 
drawn paintings – ink, watercolor, 

tempera, pastels, pencil and colored fine 
liners. Natalia’s project for billboard 
expresses the young girl’s idea that our 
“grandmas” don’t age until they 
themselves choose to do so – they remain 
children as long as they choose to in the 
modern world of new technologies and 
responsibilities to the families. Krug’s team 
will send a copy of the project billboard to 
the press-center of the European 
Commission in Brussels in order to 
visualize the child’s idea of freely 
overcoming inter-age prejudice among 
generations. The exhibit opens today at 
18:00 in Art Gallery Krug.  



[13 March 2012] 

Kardzhali Art Visiting the Belgian city Gent  

 

 

 

During a European meeting dedicated to 
the preservation of historical memory, Art 
Movement Krug presented a designer 
exposition of family albums from the 
region of Kardzhali. The meeting took 
place from March 7th till 10th in the 
Institute for Foreign Students in the city of 
Gent, Belgium. The exposition presented 
was compiled by reproductions of original 
works from the Organization’s fund, 
created from family albums photographs 
from 26 villages in the Kardzhali 
Municipality. The research, which gave 
birth to the project, was undertaken in 
2010-2011. A big part of the photographs 
were shown for the first time during the 
last Terlik Fest in the village of 
Dazhdovnitsa. After Bulgaria and Belgium, 
the exposition will visit Turkey. During the 
meeting in Gent, representatives from 
educational centers from a few different 
European countries welcomed Krug’s 
presentation with sincere delight. Gent is 
the center of the province East Flanders in 
Belgium and is situated 35 km away from 
the political center of the country, 
Brussels. It is a contemporary university 
city with many sites from the Middle Ages 
and a plentitude of galleries for modern 
art. 

 



[03 April 2012] 

The Forest as Art Phenomenon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Movement Krug celebrated the Wee of 

the Forest and International Earth Day 

with 23 experimental photographs, which 

present artistically modified “imprints” of 

actual tree bark.  

The photographs are printed on different 

surfaces – glass, PVC boards, folio, 

buckram and others. The images of actual 

wood have been turned into original 

portraits of trees from the East Rhodopes 

Mountains.  

The author of the experimental exposition 

is the Plovdiv artist and civil engineer 

Nicolay Minchev, who is presently 

employed in Kardzhali as construction 

supervision expert at “Plovdiv Invest” 

Company, in charge of finishing the 

highway segment Kardzhali-Podkova, part 

of European № 9.  

The exposition also opens the cultural 

events program for the month of April by 

Kardzhali Municipality.  



[15 May 2012] 

Fifth Edition of the Initiative “Multicultural City”  

This year in May the “Multicultural City” 
Initiative realizes its fifth annual edition. 
Partners for this edition are: Kardzhali 
Municipality, Territorial State Archive, 
Regional Post Station – Kardzhali, 
Foundation “Partnership for Art” – Sofia 
and Art Movement Krug. The purpose of 
the initiative is to introduce vaguely 
familiar and not very popular facts, places 
and events from the multicultural history 
of the city and in this way contribute to its 
attraction as a cultural destination.  

 

This year’s program will include an 

exhibition of ancient local traditional 

methods for coloring of cotton, silk and 

wool only using plant extracts from the 

roots and leaves of different trees and 

flowers. The recipes have been written 

down during conversations with the old 

women from the city and the surrounding 

villages, and have been made into art 

installations, which will be exhibited in 

Krug Gallery. In this context, today at 

18:00, in the Gallery, an exposition by the 

young Kardzhali artist Petya Zengin opens. 

Zengin has painted her 30 works of art 

with instant coffee instead of paints. 

Thailand is the motherland of the coffee 

painting technique, though coffee has 

become extremely popular among Chinese 

artists, who use it to draw backgrounds 

and chiaroscuro, as well as among some 

young designers and illustrators in Brasil. 

Recently, the aromatic drawings with 

instant and “Turkish” coffee are becoming 

more and more popular in Europe as well.  

 

On May 30th at 13:00, in the hallway of 

the regional post station, opens an exhibit 

consisting of art boards on which copies of 

letters by people from Kardzhali with seals 

and stamps from the past century are 

pasted. The letters come from private 

family collections. The oldest preserved 

stamp is with Arabic text and is stuck on a 

receipt, issued by a tobacco trader circa 

1890. The exhibit also presents a 

miniature envelope sized 50 х 90 mm (visit 

card) from the year 1946, two of the 

oldest revenue stamps preserved in 

Kardzhali from 1915-1916, and a portrait 



of the first Kardzhali postman, which has 

been kept in the archives. Exceptionally 

for the exhibit, a post card will visit which 

was sent at the end of last year by the 

Ministry of Transport, Information 

Technologies and Messages to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 

printing of the most popular Bulgarian 

post stamp, the “Reversed Cavalry”. The 

printing of this stamp has been a hit 

among collectors because the figures on 

the stamp are printed upside down. Only 

25 copies of the stamp are owned by 

collectors from all over the world, which 

makes the “Reversed Cavalry” stamp 

extremely attractive. The “Reversed 

Cavalry” stamp is valued at 25 thousand 

Euro. There are 5 such stamps in Bulgaria 

and 30 totally worldwide. The artist of the 

post card dedicated to the famous original 

is Deya Valcheva, who will be our guest at 

the opening of the exhibit at the local 

office of “Bulgarian Post”. The same 

evening will happen the opening of the 

artist’s solo exhibition in the Art Gallery.  

The activities of this year’s edition of 

“Multicultural City” are dedicated to the 

Balkan War and the Liberation of 

Kardzhali.                             

 



[29 May 2012] 

Exposition of Private Archives with Letters by People from Kardzhali in the Post   

 

 

Within the framework of the fifth edition of the “Multicultural City” initiative, tomorrow at 

13:00 in the hallway of the regional postal station, you can see the first art exposition of 

letters to and from Kardzhali people with stamps and seals from the past century, all 

guarded in private family collections.  

The oldest preserved stamp has text in Arabic and is stuck to a receipt, issued by a tobacco 

trader circa 1890.  Part of the exhibit are also a miniature envelope with format 50x90 mm 

(visit card) from 1946, two of the oldest revenue stamps preserved in Kardzhali from 1915-

1916, and portraits of the first Kardzhali postmen, which have been kept in State Archive- 

Kardzhali. To honor the Kardzhali epistolary tradition, the exhibit also presents copies of 

letters and original envelopes with stamps from early 20th century, received from far away 

parts of the world – Japan Canada, Siberia and Armenia.   

A special guest of the exhibit will be a post card which was sent at the end of last year by 

the Ministry of Transport, Information Technologies and Messages to commemorate the 

100th anniversary of the printing of the most popular Bulgarian post stamp, the “Reversed 

Cavalry”. The printing of this stamp has been a hit among collectors because the figures on 

the stamp are printed upside down. Only 25 copies of the stamp are owned by collectors 

from all over the world, which makes the “Reversed Cavalry” stamp extremely attractive. The 

“Reversed Cavalry” stamp is valued at 25 thousand Euro. There are 5 such stamps in 



Bulgaria and 30 totally worldwide. The artist of the post card dedicated to the famous 

original is Deya Valcheva, who will be our guest at the opening of the exhibit at the local 

office of “Bulgarian Post”.  

After Sofia and Plovdiv, the exhibit comes to Kardzhali. The same evening, a solo exhibition 

by the young artist will open in the Art Gallery. Partners of the “Multicultural City” Initiative 

this year are Kardzhali Municipality, Art Movement Krug, State Archives - Kardzhali and the 

Regional Post Station.  



[30 May 2012]  

Macro-Cosmos for Two   

 

 

From May 30th to June 15th, the visiting exhibit “Macro-Cosmos for Two” by the young artist 

Deya Valcheva will be presented in Art Gallery Krug. Deya Valcheva is third generation 

painter. Painters were also her father – prof. Plamen Velchev, and her grandfather – Peter 

Valchev (1905-1964). Peter Valchev was trained at the Venetian Art Academy with Prof. 

Virgilio Guidi. His works are gathered in galleries and private collections internationally. Prof. 

Plamen Valchev lectures the subject “Poster and Visual Communication” at the National Art 

Academy and is ex vice rector. In 2011, he received the Sofia Municipality Award for éclats in 

the field of culture, in “Fine Arts”. 

Over the last few years, Deya Valcheva’s works have been exhibited in a number of 

European galleries in England, France, Greece, Serbia, Cyprus and others. The artist is 

famous also with her charming illustration for encyclopedias and translated books for 

children, issued by “Trud” Publishing House. She has also become known for her designer 

conceptions for the presentation of archival materials and historical documents. 



[04 June 2012] 

Interact Rotary Presented a Photography Exhibit in the Art Gallery  

 
 
70 photographs reflecting the most 
important accents from the activities of 
the youth structure Interact Rotary in 
Kardzhali from the past 6 years were 
presented in the Art Gallery. The 
photography exhibit opened on June 2nd 
and the young Rotarians were 
congratulated personally by the Mayor of 
Kardzhali Municipality, engineer Hasan 
Azis. The young people were also 
congratulated for their 6 years of work by 
their colleagues from Interact Rotary-
Sofia. Lead by the noble urge to make the 
world a better place, the 30 members of 
the organization realized a number of 
charity initiatives, among which “A Friend 
for a Friend”, “Buy and Donate”, “Care for 
the Elders”, charity for the children from 
orphanage “Mother and Child” in Studen 
Kladenetz, and others.  
 
In their desire to make the city cleaner 
and more attractive, the young Rotarians 
carried out a series of eco-actions for 
cleaning the space around the Orpheus 
Monument at the entrance of Kardzhali 

and the banks of the Kardzhali Dam. They 
also participated actively in the campaign 
“Clean Bulgaria for a Day” and others.    
 
In October of last year, the youngsters 
from Interact Rotary Kardzhali organized a 
Halloween party for children, which 
attracted and entertained hundreds of 
students from the city. On the day of the 
holy apostles Cyril and Methodius this 
year, the Kardzhali Rotarians organized 
the final stage of a municipal competition 
under the title “The Leaders of the 
Bulgarian National Revival and I”. The 
competition was held in Kardzhali for the 
first time. Winners from the school stages 
from the High School for Foreign 
Languages “Hristo Botev”, and the high 
schools “P. R. Slaveykov”, “Otec Paisiy” 
and “Jordan Yovkov” took part.  
 
Interact Rotary Kardzhali president until 
now was Gabriela Gavrailova, who is also 
a member of Art Movement Krug. The new 
president will be Sabrie Ridvan Ibryam 
from high school “P. R. Slaveykov”.    



[13 June 2012] 

18 Student Projects Themed “New Life for the Old Houses in Dazhdovnitsa”  

18 projects for recovery, reconstruction and restoration for three of the oldest houses in 
Dazhdovnitsa were defended by students taking a course on “Cultural Heritage 
Preservation”. Leading lecturer in the discipline is Main Assistant Emil Yordanov from the 
History and Theory Architecture Department at the University of Architecture, Construction 
and Geodesy in Sofia. The topics for the projects to be defended in this discipline have to be 
connected to the preservation of the architecture of archaeological objects in Sofia, among 
which the so-called Roma Wall, the Triangular Pillar, the Ulpia Serdica Fortress and others.   

 

“New Life for the Old Houses in Dazhdovnitsa” is the theme chosen by the third-year 
students of architecture, who did their summer practicum in 2011 in Dazhdovnitsa. For the 
realization of the practicum, a memorandum for cooperation was signed between Art 
Movement Krug and the History and Theory Architecture Department under the leadership of 
associate professor architect Georgi Stanishev. During the summer practicum, the students 
carried out architectural photographing, identification and digitalization of the oldest houses 
in the village and of the local mosque with the purpose of their eventual renovation and 
reconstruction. In the fall, during the autumn cultural program at the Art Gallery, the 
students showed their projects, models, sketches, portraits of elderly people from 
Dazhdovnitsa, and even texts dedicated to the village and its inhabitants. The main interest 
of the future architects is based on a contemporary vision of preservation, restoration and 
enlivening of the old stonework houses, including a plan to turn one of them into a museum. 
Enclosing traditional terraces, lifting low ceilings, preserving inside and outside fireplaces, 
chimneys and closets, restoration of prayer nukes and interior doors, new conception for the 
proportions of outside spaces and windows, added elements with increased communication 
functions, various ways to preserve roofs, walls, facades in order to highlight the 
architectural diversity of the village Dazhdovnitsa – these are the leading motives in the 18 
completed projects.  



[08 August 2012] 

1700 Year Old Print on Silk in Dazhdovnitsa   

One truck leaves France and heads toward 

the Balkans at the beginning of July. 

Aboard is installed a fully equipped atelier 

for demonstration of manual techniques 

for printing on silk and textile from 1700 

ago, when prints on silk first came to 

Europe.  

 

By the end of September, the truck will 

visit 7 Balkan countries, all along the 

ancient Silk Road – Albania, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Serbia, 

Montenegro, and Croatia. The project 

authors are two young artists – Elza 

Lacotte from France and Danka Hojcusova 

from Slovakia, who have been 

researching, presenting and popularizing 

the long-forgotten techniques for printing 

on silk used in ancient China, Japan, Egypt 

and India, and which have been 

substituted by the well-known by every 

contemporary designer today screen 

printing. Dozens of children and youth 

from France and the Balkan countries will 

take part in the week-long workshops 

offered by the artists and will learn how to 

realize their own designer projects on silk 

clothes, T-shirts, bags, books, pedestrian 

walkways, souvenirs…  

 

 

In November 2013, a collection of all 

projects will be published in a book 

compilation about the new life of the 

ancient craft in Europe, while materials 

from the series of workshops will be 

exhibited in different French galleries. In 

Bulgaria, the project truck will stop in 

August in Varna and Kardzhali (Art House 

Dazhdovnitsa). Host here is Art Movement 

Krug with the cooperation of Kardzhali 

Municipality.  

A team of 16 young people from 

Dazhdovnitsa, Kostino and the French 

studying students from the Foreign 

Language High-school “Hristo Botev” will 

participate in the workshop in 

Dazhdovnitsa. The travelling atelier for silk 

is realized with the support of a few 

different French educational institutions, 

craftsmen chambers, publishing houses 

and the library Le Monte-en-l’air in Paris.   

http://www.google.bg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eesi.eu%2Fsite%2Fspip.php%3Farticle1006&ei=-HPFUqm2LqavygORiYGgCw&usg=AFQjCNFsr7oQqjG4dEa4c7oeFTOJUeMizg&sig2=rXaFFcK2m_gt1O5ARKKv2w


[30 August 2012] 

In Dazhdovnitsa – 7th Terlik Fest  

 

For the seventh time in Dazhdovnitsa, the Terlik Fest will be celebrated on September 1st. 
The festival has become a stable tradition and has already been included in the national 
cultural calendar issued by the Ministry of Culture for a few years in a row. This is a festival 
for the locals, but also people from other villages in the region come, participated in the 
festival repertoire and greet people with the joyful, “Happy Fest”.  

 

A week before the Day of the Terlik, for an eighth year now, the international planner for 
artists, poets, photographers and musicians, “Art Horizons”, is taking place. The visiting 
author from Bulgaria and abroad habitually present their works and art installations on the 



day of the festival and become part of the presentation at the “scene in the open”. Among 
other works, the visiting artists this year produce and install index plates around the village, 
which give information about local, but also international, sightseeing sites – marking the 
distances measured with a GPS. From the plates we learn that from Dazhdovnitsa to the 
Louvre in Paris the distance is 1951 km on a straight line, to the British Museum – 2213 km, 
and to Livingston Island – 14 000 km.  

Among the visiting authors, there is also a group of artists from Kosovo – organizers of an 
annual autumn arts salon in Pristina. On the occasion of their participation, on August 29th, 
the ambassador of the Republic of Kosovo in Bulgaria Mr. Shpend Kallaba arrived in 
Dazhdovnitsa to greet all participants in the planner and to wish success to the Terlik Fest.   

The most joyous art installation, which will be seen by the guests of this year’s Fest, is a 3 
meter-long sheep, who will be honored by 2 live sisters of hers, brought by the villages 
Skalna Glava and Penevo, because there are no sheep in Dazhdovnitsa anymore and none 
knows by which measure or program one can start raising sheep. And the sheep is our link 
to wool, wool – to thread, thread – to Terlik. On September 1st, hundreds of colored pieces 
of thread will be run between the houses and the trees in the village – to symbolize the 7th 
anniversary of the festival. The Terlik Fest will close with a traditional keshkek, as usual. The 
festival is realized by Municipality Kardzhali and Art Movement Krug, with the kind 
cooperation of Mohamed Sali Idriz and company Detax Ltd., Sebahtin Gogh, restaurant Ida, 
Alyosha Sinabov and restaurant Paradise.    



[18 September 2012] 

The Art Center in Dazhdovnitsa Gathers Young Architects from Bulgaria and 
Turkey  

 

 

From September 16 to 21, in the Art 
Center in village Dazhdovnitsa, a meeting 
between young architects from Bulgaria 
and Turkey will take place. The meeting 
takes part per the Memorandum for 
Cooperation signed last year between Art 
Movement Krug and the History and 
Theory of Architecture Department at the 
University of Architecture, Construction 
and Geodesy – Sofia. Event’s partners are 

Kardzhali Municipality, the Union of 
Bulgarian Architects, the Bulgarian 
Association of Sommeliers, and the 
Bulgarian Hotel and Restaurant 
Association. With the support of Orgahim 
AD, materials for the workshop were 
purchased. 

 

For a few days, young architects towards 
the end of their studies and lecturers from 
the Thracian University in Edirne work 
together with their colleagues from Sofia 
and debate the innovations in 
contemporary architecture. The hosts from 
Krug chose some challenging themes for 
art projects (paintings, installations and 
structures, graphics and text materials): 
“The Stone – a Way of Life”, “Door to the 
Horizon” and “House with No Roof – Tree 
with No Root”. The young architects will 
discuss some of their ideas with the locals 
and will build a small sculpture in 
Dazhdovnitsa – the Stone Wedding 
monument in miniature. The final products 
of the work in groups will be awarded at 
the end of the work meeting and some of 
them will be displayed at the Art Gallery 
on Friday, September 21, at 18:30.  



[18 October 2012] 

Bulgarian participation in the network of World Art Games /WAG/ 

 

The Second International Conference of 

countries, have been joined to the 

network of World Art Games (WAG), which 

will start next summer in Croatia, was 

carry out some time ago in Izmir, Turkey 

and was organized от National Committee 

of WAG-Turkey, working in Izmir. 

Representatives of 60 National 

Committees from Europe, Asia and Africa 

got together in „Hilton” hotel, in order to 

discuss different aspects of the financial 

support of the common cultural initiatives 

in 2013.  The event was supported by 

Izmir Municipality, Vukovar Municipality 

(Croatia) and Ministry of Culture of 

Republic Turkey. A series of debates, 

official meetings, concerts and a final 

common exhibition of the participative 

countries were organized during the 

Conference.  

The exhibition which was presented in the 

Goethe-Institut in Izmir, was donation by 

the international participants. 

Representatives of Krug Art Movement-

Kardzhali (an organization which have 

signed the agreement for realization of the 

WAG with Bulgarian participation) took 

part. 

 

 

The only work, which presents a visualised 

text, similar to a picture was made of the 

creative tandem Radost Nikolaeva (text) 

and Galina Dimova (design). 34 art 

projects were presented in the final 

exhibition-donation. 8 of them are made 

by Turkish authors and the rest was 

created by authors of 26 other countries. 

The World Art Games will start in Croatia 

in 2013 and Turkey will fight to be host of 

the Games in 2015. 

 

http://www.google.bg/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&ved=0CEIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.goethe.de%2F&ei=M5rFUv74Aev8ygP21oK4BA&usg=AFQjCNFeynGpXH9-hPwRX06KxAEFwFkT7g&sig2=oA0QpNaW6foo9sZgdfW9Jg&bvm=bv.58187178,d.Yms


[15 December 2012] 

90-year-old Turkish Roof Tiles as Art Project  

 
 
22 roof tiles from the 90-year-old house of her grandmother are the base material for the 
third solo exhibition of Petya Zengin in the Art Gallery. The idea for the exhibition “Rhodopes 
Legends” was born while the designer lived in Izmir and was homesick for her native 
Kardzhali, for the “warmth of the father’s house”, as she herself says. Zengin chose the 
antique Turkish roof tile as a base which would best express the concept of her project – to 
develop original designer works for the interior of modern houses. 21 stylized portraits of 
girls wearing traditional clothing from the Rhodopes and 1 portrait of a dervish have been 
drawn on the roof tiles. The accent has been on the traditional clothes, which have been 
drawn with great detail and in exceptional color. Petya Zengin is 26 years old. In 2011, she 
took part in the international resident program for young artists organized by Art Movement 
Krug in Duzhdovnitsa. This year, a project of hers, realized in cooperation with a student 
from New Bulgarian University majoring in Modern Design was among the finalists chosen to 
participate in the Bulgarian edition of the contest “Triumph Inspiration Award” 2012. The 
exhibit “Rhodopes Legends” opens on December 17th at 17:00 in the Art Gallery and will be 
up until the eve of the New Year.  
 


