2013: HIGHLIGHTS

[17 January 2013]
Krug Art Movement Signs Cultural Cooperation Memorandum with Artists from
Edirne

On January 14 and 15, Krug Art Movement met representatives of cultural organizations and artists from Edirne
with the aim to sign a memorandum for cultural cooperation for the year 2013. Different forms of exchange,
presentations, debates and seminar were agreed to be part of the cooperation. The memorandum also previews
work on common projects between artists from both sides of the border.
At the end of March, a group of women painters who work on reviving old traditions in decoration which were
typical for the way of life and the public spaces of 15 century Edirne will visit Kardzhali with their works. One of
Edirne’s emblematical painters, Tayyip Yialmaz, who is of Bulgarian origin, will show his first solo exhibit within
the framework of the Multicultural City Initiative during the last week of May.
Students from the Thracian University will join the summer workshops in Dazhdovnitsa, while elite classical music
performers from Turkey will be guests of the Terlik Fest. In October, Mrs. Mehtap Çömert,honorary member of
the Edirne Association for Culture and Crafts and professor in the Thracian University, will present her own
exposition which includes, among others, various conceptions for traditional ornamentation of wooden furniture
(Edirnekari) together with artifacts.

[11 February 2013]
Heart Hunters – Multi-genre Action in the Gallery

Nine talented Kardzhali people between the ages of 10 and 19 have been selected to
participate in the debut common exhibit at the Art Gallery under the Krug motto: “I don’t
believe in eternal love. Believe or not – for it I preach.” This exhibit is part of the conception
of Krug Art Movement to discover and present young talents from the region. All authors
have been selected based on their bright national and international appearances or as

promising art debutants. The nine authors present video- art, computer graphics, pencil
drawing, collages, love poems, music and photography. 15-year-old Uzay Kabakcha will play
classical guitar at the opening. In 2012, Uzay won 2nd place at the National Competition for
Bulgarian Language and Literature “Lyuboslovie”.
The youngest participant, 10-year-old Emma-Mari Emilova, presents a series of computer
graphics with stories of cats in love. The girl has probably inherited her grandmother’s talent,
who was clothes designer from Bulgarian City Chirpan and her mother’s, who is designer of
shoes and bags under the trademark “Nadit”.
17-year-old Nalyan Shenol Apti from the village Chilik makes her debut in front of the public
with unique collages, with engrained semi-precious stones and on which the smiles of girls
are crafted as birds’ wings. Nalyan travels 3 times a day back and forth from her village to
Kardzhali by bus and dreams that there be a huge drawing painting by her on the bus with a
message to all people – a project, which Krug intends to realize.
10-year-old Ahmed Yumer is from Momchilgrad, but lives and studies in Kardzhali. He is the
Kardzhali representative who passed successfully two online castings rounds for the new
teenage TV series by Chuchkov brothers on BNT (Bulgarian National TV). Recently, Ahmed
was invited to the live casting. Chuchkov brothers aim to repeat the formula of their movie
“Tilt” by finding completely new young faces to present to the viewers. The new TV series
“Escape” will be screened in 12 hour-long episodes and is expected to air in BNT this year.
We will show at the Art Gallery the charming video dedicated to love with which Ahmed
Yumer won all casting calls till now – “Monologue from Prison”. “It may be crazy to love, but
only the madmen see the world in its full colors,” he says.
16-year-old Zlatina Tochova participates in the exposition with 12 photographs of couples in
love, taken at various places in Bulgaria and with love poems under a pseudonym. Poetry is
the chosen method of expression also for 19-year-old Nuket Danadzhieva and of one more
teenager who writes under the pseudonym Tsepesh, but has already participated in three
national musical contests and three national literature competitions. 16-year-old Teodora
Koleva is the prize-winner at the drawing contest “Petya Karakoleva” (2010) and will show
new works dedicated to love at the present exhibit. 12-year-old Liliya Stambolieva who took
Kardzhali fame all the way to Kyoto last year by receiving the award “The Winner from
Bulgaria” (2012) in the eco-contest of the Japanese company Panasonic, which took place
under the aegis of UNESCO, presents an essay especially written for the Action organized by
Krug Art Movement.
The exhibit opens on February 13th at 17:00 and will be on display until the end of February.
A joyous heart more than 2-meter big, drawn with raspberry jam also participated in the
exhibit.

[14 February 2013]
Young Artists Made their Debut in the Krug Art Gallery

“I don’t believe in eternal love. Believe or
not – for it I preach” – under this motto
the works of nine young talents were
presented yesterday at the Art Gallery in
Kardzhali. All authors have been selected
based on their bright national and
international appearances or as promising
art debutant, said at the opening Krug Art
Movement director, Radost Nikolaeva. She
pointed out to the guests that the exhibit
is part of the Movement’s quest to
discover and present young talents from
the region. According to her words, the
exhibit is a cultural event sending a

message to the people in love, but also
encouraging love for talent. “This action
also serves as introduction of a new
national conception which Krug together
with Foundation “Dimitar Voev - New
Generation” from Sofia will present –
namely, announcing a national competition
for song text under the theme “Hearts
Hunter”. There will be first, second and
third prize, and on May 20th we’ll
announce the winner of the song text
contest, as well as the beginning of the
next national contest for music to match
this text,” announced Radost Nikolaeva.

The participants were congratulated by
the Mayor of Kardzhali Municipality, as
well as personally by the director of the
Humanitarian Activities Department at
Kardzhali Municipality, Shirin Syuleyman,
in her capacity of partner of the event.

“This is a very good festival of talents. The
magic worked. The spirit of Kardzhali
rejoices,” said Mrs. Syuleyman in her
greeting. She undertook to do everything
possible to realize the dream of one of the
participants in the exhibit – the 17-yearold Nalyan Shenol Apti from the village

Chilik. She presented her work to the wide
public - unique collages, with engrained
semi-precious stones and on which the
smiles of girls are crafted as birds’ wings.
Nalyan travels 3 times a day back and
forth from her village to Kardzhali by bus
and dreams that there be a huge drawing
painting by her on the bus with a message
to all people.

The people who came at the opening of
the exhibit had the chance to enjoy a
classical guitar performance by the 15year-old Uzay Kabakcha who in 2012 won

2nd place at the National Competition for
Bulgarian
Language
and
Literature
“Lyuboslovie”.
The youngest artist represented is 10year-old
Emma-Mari
Emilova,
who
presented a series of computer graphics of
stories for cats in love. The girl was very
emotional at the opening but in her
support all her classmates from 4 class at
“Otec Paisiy” School had come, as well her
parents. The exhibit saw also the debut of
19-year-old
Ahmed
Yumer
from
Momchilgrad who lives and studies in
Kardzhali, 19-year-old Nuket Danadzhieva
and a teenager who writes under the
pseudonym
Tsepesh
16-year-old
Teodora Koleva who was the prize winner
at the drawing contest “Petya Karakoleva”
(2010), 12-year-old Liya Stambolieva and
16-year-old
Zlatina
Tochkova,
who
presented 12 photographs of couples in
love.
The attention of the young people in the
Gallery was drawn also by a huge 2-meter
heart painted with raspberry jam.

[06 March 2013]
Do you have an idea about the future of your city? Share it!

The first stage of a unique public opinion research among Kardzhali’s youth was just
completed. Krug Art Movement started research under the title, “2020! Do you have an idea
about the future of Bulgaria and your city? Share it!” at the beginning of the year. The
survey has been done in the city and in the villages of the Kardzhali Municipality with 430
girls and boys in two age groups polled thus far. Half of the young people who participated
in the survey will be 20 in 2020. The other half is now 17 and 18 years-old and by 2020 will
have completed their university education and started working at their first work place. The
purpose of the research is to identify the personal projects of the youngest people living
today in Kardzhali Municipality – how they see their future, the future of their city and the
future of the country in the year 2020. The youngest Kardzhali people vision for 2020 is also
a point of departure for the politics concerning the city.
According to the majority of the surveyed youth, the average salary in the city will be
between 400 and 800 euro, while the starting salary for specialist with a higher education
degree – 700 euro. For 30.1% of the young people, Kardzhali will be famous as a “capital of
tourism”, for 21.84% the city will be better known as a “capital of cultural diversity”, and
18.6% see it as “capita of language diversity”.

The most popular answers to the question “On what condition would you remain to live in
your city of birth?” were “if it had a university campus” (29,4%), “if the Lead-zink Plant
closes” (20,3%) and “if Apple opens a branch here” (14,5%).
According to today’s youth, the public and private transport in 2020 should be composed of
electro-buses and electro-mobiles. Almost equal numbers support and reject the idea that it
will be realistic to have a functioning airport close to Kardzhali and for Kardzhali to be a
destination reachable by low-cost air companies from many countries. Therefore, 52.4% of
the young people believe that there should be an express train line Kardzhali - Thessaloniki
and Kardzhali - Alexandropoulos by 2020. Almost even is the also the distribution of opinions
“for” and “against” the question whether there should be a specific designated place in
Kardzhali named the “Ancient City” as a tourist attraction, as there is in Plovdiv, Prague,
Budapest, Paris and many other European cities. The surveyed agree unanimously on the
number of languages which will be spoken here – 3 (Bulgarian, Turkish and English). The
main source of income in 2020, according to the surveyed, will be salary (57.3%), while the
remaining 39.4% will be income from “investment and business”.
To the question “What do you think will determine your personal happiness?” 68% of the
respondents answered “love and family”, while the remaining 32% split between “income”,
“profession” and “place where I live”. To the question “To which one of the following areas
would you dedicate volunteer work outside school (work) time in 2020 if you yourself are 20
at that time?”, the respondents pointed out in the first place “work with talented children”
(35%), and, secondly, “protection of the wild nature” (31.8%). 45.5% of today’s seventhgraders believe that a seventh-grader in 2020 who is a perfect mathematician will be able to
get compensation as a consultant in a company as an extra-curricular. To the joyful question
how many times a person will smile then, most surveyed chose median number – 50, among
the possible 100 and 10 times. Interesting answers were given to the question “In what
order according to importance will the following priorities for Bulgarian citizens be put in
2018 when Bulgaria will chair the European Union for the first time?” The youth from
Kardzhali put in first place “the ability to govern for the benefit of healthy, well-paid and
happy Euro-citizens” (33.9%) and after it with 14.5% each - “the ability to plan Europe’s
future from 2020 to 2030” and the “ability to develop science and industries”.
Most young people believe that university education in 2020 will be paid. Their personal
dreams occupy to entire spectrum from “I want to travel the world”, “to become manager”,
“to succeed” to “I want to complete my higher education. I want to start my own business in
my hometown, to have great success, to marry and to create a happy family”. To the open
question about “your dream”, some of the respondents express their worries about the
future of the country: “My dream is Bulgaria to win the respect of other countries again. If
we don’t want Bulgaria to ‘disappear’, we have to take matters in hand”.

[20 March 2013]
The Master of Edirne Landscapes

83-year-old painter from Edirne, Tayyip Yialmaz, is famous at the “Master of Edirne
Landscapes”. He is the author of hundreds of “portraits” of his city, painted with watercolor,
gouache and oil – Edirne in the past, when it was the capital of the empire and Edirne today
with its modern urban outlook, speaking the language of history. In 1968, Tayyip Yialmaz
opened Edirne’s Art Gallery and became its first director. He is also among the founders of
the Thracian University, where he has been teaching for many years, lecturing to students
majoring in architecture and the arts. A valuable contribution to academics is his three
volume edition with archive materials, documents, paintings and sketches, which visualize
different events from the historical life of Edirne, one of the oldest European cities. Tayyip
Yialmaz was actually born in Shumen in 1930. His family exiles in Tekirdağ when is five years
old. Yialmaz has been living in Edirne for almost 60 years and today one of the streets
carries his name while he is still living – Tayyip Yialmaz Street. The artist’s exhibits have
travelled all of Turkey and abroad. Krug Art Movement presents his first solo exhibit in
Bulgaria on March 22 at 18:00 in the Art Gallery – as part of the signed Memorandum for
Cultural Cooperation with artists and art organizations from Edirne.

[25 March 2013]
Art Canvases of Edirne through the Centuries Visit Kardzhali

One of the most loved artists from Edirne, the born in Bulgaria in 1930 Tayyip Yialmaz, is Art
Gallery Krug’s guest in Kardzhali with 47 canvases and reproductions. The typical urban style
with which the artist paints life in the city, where he has been living more than 60 years, is a
complex way of examining the archives, giving documentary precision to the painting of
buildings and their outlook though different historical epochs, while applying a modern art
interpretation. A catalogue with more than 200 works of the artist – art documents of the
architecture and history of Edirne – was shown during the exhibit. At the opening of the
exhibition, Mrs. Imran Chamlakla, vice consul at the General Consulate of Turkey in Plovdiv,
greeted the artist and the organizers. There were also many quests from Edirne and
Kardzhali. Later, Tayyip Yialmaz gave as gift to the Mayor, eng. Hasan Azis, a painting,
dedicated to Kardzhali and painted specifically for the event. This exposition is the first of a
series of events, which will take place during the year in Kardzhali and Dazhdovnitsa which
take place as a result of the Memorandum for Cultural Cooperation signed between Krug Art
Movement and art organizations from Edirne.

[06 June 2013]
Sixth Edition of the Initiative the Multicultural City

This year’s edition of the Initiative the Multicultural City is taking place for a sixth consecutive year,
organized by Kardzhali Municipality and Krug Art Movement. Until now, the initiative has attracted the
attention of many and different partners form the country and abroad with its attempt to promote
known and unknown resources, which underline Kardzhali’s unique character. In honor of the sixth
year anniversary, a billboard in the center of Kardzhali presents the history of the Initiative. This
year’s theme for the program events is “Cultural Horizons”. Different authors from Kardzhali and the
country will be presented, as well as art works promoting various cultural horizons – from River Arda
to Thames.

On Saturday, June 8th, at 17:30, opens the retrospective exhibit “The Road of an Actor”, dedicated to
the art biography of Nuredin Mehmed. The exhibit will be opened by the Mayor eng. Hasan Azis. 80

photographs and documents will be shown – from 1956 when the young Nuredin was admitted to the
Turkish section of the theatre academy NATFA, in the class of prof. Vladimir Trendafilov to 1984 when
he was fired by State Theatre “Dimitar Dimov”. The photographs come from the actor’s personal
archive. Through the personal story of the actor, the history of theatre in Kardzhali is also shown, as
well as of two from the three art formations – variety and drama. One can see photos of the first time
the play “The Phony Civilization” by Dobri Voynikov was put on stage by producer Kosta Tzonev
(1960), to many other theatre performances in Turkish and Bulgarian in the Kardzhali region and
around the country. More than 30 performances are documented and along with them a number of
events from theatre life, including scenes from the play “Boundless Love” written by Nuredin Mehmed
and first put on stage in 1957 and played record 150 times in tens of villages and cities in Bulgaria.
Nuredin Mehmed is also famous as a political figure – he was a member of parliament in the Seventh
Great Parliament (1990-1991) and he is the director of Foundation “Istikbal” (Future), which
encourages the development of Turkish culture and helps the development of cultural diversity in the
region of Kardzhali. In 1993, prompted by the foundation, an Committee of Initiative was formed,
which prepared the creation of community center “Omer Lütfi”.

On Friday, June 21, the Art Gallery will present an exposition of Armenian ritual costumes and
artifacts, prepared in partnership with the Armenian Charity Union “Parekodzagan” from Plovdiv, the
Armenian Association “Sevan” from Kardzhali and Armenian associations from Dobrich and Khaskovo.
The exhibit visitors will be able to see an installation, which contains an archive photograph of the
wedding of Azaduhi and Agop Enicherian from Kardzhali, which took place in June 1943, as well as the
preserved by their heirs’ authentic wedding dress.
On Friday, June 29, in the Art Gallery, a video presentation of 2000 photographs under the title “Arda
or the Thames” will take place. This is author’s project of 21-year-old Ivana Tonkova from Kardzhali.
Ivana studies archaeology and classical sciences in the Redding University in Great Britain. For three
years she has been taking pictures of the Thames because the river reminds her of Arda in her native
Kardzhali.
This year within the framework of the Multicultural City Initiative, Krug Art Movement will present for
the first time a diploma and a plate to the person nominated as “Multicultural Human” 2013. This
award is previewed to become traditional. This year’s winner is Nuredin Mehmed, awarded for his art
and his contribution for the development of multiculturalism.

[09 June 2013]
Nuredin Mehmed – First Person to Receive the “Multicultural Human” Award

At a meeting in Art Gallery Krug in Kardzhali, the mayor, engineer Hasan Azis, presented a
diploma and placket “Multicultural Human” for the year 2013. The first person to receive the
award was Nuredin Mehmed for his art and his contribution for the development of
multiculturalism. “Nuredin Mehmed is one of the people who make Kardzhali discernible. He
is a proof that the man of the art can change the world and give to the future generation
models to follow,” said at the opening of the meeting Radost Nikolaeva, director of Krug Art
Movement. “Kardzhali is a city, which has many manifested artists like Nuredin Mehmed,
who have tied their personal and life journey to our city. In addition to his serious
contribution to the development of theatre and culture in Kardzhali and the region, he is a
person whose public position on every important question is a measure whether we are
moving in the right direction. I can assure you that it is a real treasure for a leader to have a
person with such experience as his advisor,” said the mayor, eng. Hasan Azis. The mayor
acclaimed the idea of Krug Art Movement to establish the award “Multicultural Human” and
to nominate Nuredin Mehmed as its first recipient. “Thank you for honoring me. I consider
myself an ordinary citizen of Kardzhali. A person should never separate people by ethnicity,
language or profession. A person is such as God made him,” said emotional Nuredin Mehmed
and underlined that he has always believed that the mission of art is to unite people to make
them better humans.
“I know old Nuredin for 25 years, from the time when we were together in the Great
Parliament. He is apt not only in winning his audience, but also the people around him with
his eloquence, smile and humanity,” shared at the meeting Yashar Shaban. Many friends and
colleagues with whom he worked on stage almost 30 years had come to greet award
recipient Nuredin. Among the quests was also the long-time director of “Dimitar Dimov”
Theatre, Teofana Tekelieva, the chairman of the Association of the Armenian Community in
Kardzhali Agop Uzunbohosian, municipal advisors, the Municipal Secretary Sezgin Bekir and
the vice mayor Elissaveta Kehayova, local artists, community activists and journalists. After

the ceremony, a retrospective exhibit “The Road of an Actor” opened. The exhibit is
dedicated to the art biography of Nuredin Mehmed. The exposition contains 80 photographs
and documents from 1956 when the young Nuredin was admitted to the Turkish section of
the theatre academy NATFA, in the class of prof. Vladimir Trendafilov, to 1984 when he was
fired by State Theatre “Dimitar Dimov”. The photographs come from the actor’s personal
archive. Through the personal story of the actor, the history of theatre in Kardzhali is also
shown, as well as of two from the three art formations – variety and drama. One can see
photos of the first time the play “The Phony Civilization” by Dobri Voynikov was put on stage
by producer Kosta Tzonev (1960), to many other theatre performances in Turkish and
Bulgarian in the Kardzhali region and around the country. More than 30 performances are
documented and along with them a number of events from theatre life, including scenes
from the play “Boundless Love” written by Nuredin Mehmed and first put on stage in 1957
and played record 150 times in tens of villages and cities in Bulgaria. Nuredin Mehmed is
also famous as a political figure – he was a member of parliament in the Seventh Great
Parliament (1990-1991) and he is the director of Foundation “Istikbal” (Future), which
encourages the development of Turkish culture and helps the development of cultural
diversity in the region of Kardzhali. In 1993, prompted by the foundation, an Committee of
Initiative was formed, which prepared the creation of community center “Ömer Lütfi”.
The sixth edition of the Multicultural City Initiative is taking place for a sixth consecutive
year, organized by Kardzhali Municipality and Krug Art Movement. Until now, the initiative
has attracted the attention of many and different partners from the country and abroad with
its attempt to promote known and unknown resources which pinpoint Kardzhali’s unique
character. This year’s theme for the events in the program is “Cultural Horizons”. Different
authors from Kardzhali and the country will be presented, as well as art works promoting
different cultural horizons – from River Arda to the Thames.

[21 June 2013]
Unique Collection of Armenian Family Memory Presented in the Art Gallery

The events from this year’s edition of the
Multicultural City Initiative, organized by
Krug Art Movement in partnership with
Kardzhali Municipality, continue. On
Saturday, June 22, at 17:00, the Art
Gallery will present an exposition of
Armenian ritual costumes and artifacts,
prepared in partnership with the Armenian
Charity Union “Parekodzagan” from
Plovdiv, the Armenian Association “Sevan”
from Kardzhali and Armenian associations
from Dobrich and Khaskovo. The Armenian
Church in Plovdiv has provided rare
objects and artifacts for the event: a lady’s
scarf embroidered by hand and brought
from Edirne in 1919, a church square cloth
embroidered with gild, brought from
Tekirdağ in 1920, and a church square
piece with embroidered image of St.
George, brought from Tekirdağ in 1919,
on which traditionally the cross is placed
on Krastovden (Holy Cross day). The
exhibit visitors will be able to see an
installation, which contains an archive
photograph of the wedding of Azaduhi and
Agop Enicherian from Kardzhali, which
took place in June 1943, as well as the
preserved authentic wedding dress. An
engagement ring and a diamond family
necklace from the family valuables of the
Kardzhali Armenians will also be on
display. An Armenian delegation with

representatives of the associations in
Plovdiv, Dobrich and Khaskovo will be
present at the opening.
The Armenians from Kardzhali have
actively participated in each of the
programs of the six editions of the
Multicultural City Initiative (2008-2013),
which aims to accentuate consistently on
different places and events from the
multicultural memory of the city and to
develop the attraction of Kardzhali as a
modern destination, based on the
interaction between cultures. In May 2008,
our guest was the Armenian painter Verjini
Esmerian, granddaughter of the Armenian
priest in Sofia. Simultaneously, young
artists from Krug’s team covered a special
installation in the city garden with writings
of texts of popular Bulgarian, Turkish,
Armenian, Jewish and Roma folk songs in
their original languages. In 2009, under
the title “Armenian Family Album”, 80
archival photographs, family documents
and objects from daily life were shown –
all property of Armenian families from
Plovdiv and Kardzhali. In 2010, there was
a day dedicated to the old Kardzhali
cafeterias and between the three
sycamores on Republican Street a special
map was installed, which directed to the
cafeterias as part of the architectural

history of the city. An official memorial
tablet was put on the building on Trakia
Boulevard where between 1933 and 1954
was the first Armenian cafeteria in town,
who’s owner at the time was Agop Mardik
Tilkian. For almost two decades, the café
was a place for meetings and a cultural
centre of the Armenian community in
Kardzhali. In 2011, the program of the
Multicultural City included the presentation
of the newly published book with historical
documents about the fate of Armenia
“From Gyulestan to Moscow” and in the
exposition “Museum for One Day” which
was dedicated to the ancient crafts,
shoemakers and shoemaker workshops in
the city, special guest as Kevork Krikor
Evlian – the oldest master shoemaker in
Kardzhali. He showed to the visitors, who

had come from a few different European
countries, a pair of shoes made by him in
1962 and German catalogues with
fashionable models for shoes from the last
century. In 2012, in the hall of the
regional post station, opened an exhibit
presenting personal archives of letters by
and to people from Kardzhali. Among
them was the oldest preserved post stamp
which had Arabic text on it and was stuck
to a receipt, issued by a tobacco trader
around 1890 and preserved by Tyurfina
Organyan. The exhibit also included letters
in their original envelopes from the first
decades of the 20th century, received by
Kardzhali people from distant parts of the
world – Japan, Canada, Siberia and
Armenia.

[22 June 2013]
Exhibit of Armenian Ritual Costumes Presented in Kardzhali
Unique exhibit of Armenian ritual costumes and artifacts was presented in the Art Gallery on
Trakia Boulevard in Kardzhali. The exhibit was opened by the vice mayor of Kardzhali,
Elissaveta Kehayova.
The Minister of Culture Dr. Petar Stoyanovich, the Member of Parliament Milko Bagdasarov
and the new Deputy Mayor Biser Nikolov also came to see the exhibit. Among the event
visitors were Agop Uzunbohosian, chairman of the Armenian Association in Kardzhali, Verjini
Garabedian director of the commission for education of the Common Armenian Charity Union
“Parekodzagan” in Plovdiv and the chairman of the church trusteeship of the Armenian
Church in Khaskovo, Mihran Karekanian. Also present were Nuredin Mehmed, the first person
to be awarded the “Multicultural Human” prize and Elena Tamamdjieva, contributor to
newspaper “Parekodzagan Zait” and member of the Writers’ Association in Plovdiv. The
exhibit was prepared in partnership with the Armenian Charity Union “Parekodzagan” from
Plovdiv, the Armenian Association “Sevan” from Kardzhali and Armenian associations from
Dobrich and Khaskovo. The Armenian Church in Plovdiv has provided rare objects and
artifacts for the event: a lady’s scarf embroidered by hand and brought from Edirne in 1919,
a church square cloth embroidered with gild, brought from Tekirdağ in 1920, and a church
square piece with embroidered image of St. George, brought from Tekirdağ in 1919. An
Armenian delegation with representatives of the associations from Plovdiv, Dobrich and
Khaskovo were also present at the event.
The Armenians from Kardzhali have been active participants in each of the programs of the
six editions of the Multicultural City Initiative (2008-2013), commented Radost Nikolaeva,
director of Krug Art Movement.

[19 August 2013]
Summer Cultural Program Started in Dazhdovnitsa

Two arts history students from John Cabot
University, Rome, and a master student
from the Mimar Sinan University in
Istanbul, Lily Pangelova, are doing field
research in Dazhdovnitsa from August 17
till 23. They are collecting stories from the
locals and traditional and art practices.
Their collaborators are children and young
people some of the oldest families living
here. One of the aims of this year’s euro
school, organized by Krug Art Movement,
is to prepare an exhibition of portraits of
people from the region, with which to
ornament the village.
Diane Roam is a 24-year-old painter from
the USA, from Tennessee. She was
authored different projects with art in the
open and an individual project for the
creation of a gallery without using
electricity to lighten the objects in it. She
works as a manager-editor at the
American pavilion at the 55th Venice
Biennale, and as assistant director of the
widely
commented
upon
project
“Tevereterno” of the South African painter
William Kentridge and the composer Philip
Miller, which took place as live

performance in Piazza Tevere in Rome in
2012. Kirila Cvetkovska is from Macedonia.
She is currently working on her
specialization with Professor Eric De Sena
on the topic “Antique Rome and Its
Monuments”. This one of the name
specialization courses at the John Cabot
University. The summer residence of the
three students has been in preparation
since last year. They will use their time
here to work with the local children and
youth on the topic “How to use local
research to present the hidden resources
of our birth place.”

The summer program in Dazhdovnitsa
from August 24 till 31 will have 10
participants will be 10 – painters, scriptwriters and translators from Bulgaria and
two Turkish painters from Edirne with a
visiting exhibit, which will also be shown in
the Art Gallery. From September 1 to 7,
when this year’s Terlik Fest will be taking
place, together with Krug’s team the
children and youth from Dazhdovnitsa will
turn the village into a gallery.

[28 August 2013]
“Art Horizons” Plain-air Starts in Dazhdovnitsa

66 artists from the country and abroad applied for the ninth annual planner “Art Horizons” in
Dazhdovnitsa and 10 on them were invited to participate in the summer program from
August 24 to 31. The majority of the selected participants have had dozens of participations
in exhibits in Bulgaria and abroad, and have chosen Dazhdovnitsa as a new art challenge
and an art space with a high rating. This year the theme of the planner is “Idea for Holiday”
and the artists use different techniques to express their ideas. Prof. Stefan Altakov, chair of
department “Painting” in Sofia University, is working on working of canvases with texts by
Khalil Gibran. Associate Professor Laura Dimitrova works in the realm of the painting, collage
and unique art textile, and is also a lecturer in Sofia University. Marieta Konova, Assistant
Professor in decoration and painting in the Veliko Tarnovo University, who has behind her
back more than 100 participations in local and international exhibits, planners, symposia and
biennales, experiments with portraits of guests and local residents. Having been priest a few
times, Petar Garena, who is also known for his successes as an author in the field of
sculpture and church isography, has come as a guest to the planner participants and even
poses for a portrait. The youngest authors are working with mixed techniques and materials
– textile, gravure, prints on unusual surfaces, ornamental compositions. As always, the
children of Dazhdovnitsa are assisting the artists. The artworks from the planner, together
with author exhibits of Terliks, will be shown also during the eighth Terlik Fest, which starts
this year at 11 am on September 7 (Saturday).

[02 September 2013]
KRUG Presented a Project ‘New Generation Forever” in Dimitrovgrad City

At the beginning of September, Krug Art Movement was invited to participated in the events
organized by Dimitrovgrad Municipality under the Project “ATRIUM” – Towards a
Transnational and European Cultural Route on Architecture of Totalitarian Regimes of the
XXth Century”, supported by the Program for Transnational Cooperation in Southeast Europe.
The participants from Kardzhali took part with a curator project titled “New Generation
Forever”, composed by three visual and analytical conceptions, dedicated to the Bulgarian
Underground from the eighties. The project included documentary cinema and video art by
young authors from NATFIZ (National Academy for Theater and Film Art), an exhibit of
photos and documents of the youth contra-culture and the subculture movements from the
end of totalitarian regime in the country, prepared by historians and political scientists from
the Sofia University, and archive shots of the cultural events in the musical underground of
the country during this period, as well as an analysis of the protest literature from the
eighties. Project partners to Dimitrovgrad Municipality are 17 municipalities, institutes for real
estate cultural heritage, funds for micro regional tourism in Slovenia, Croatia, Italy, Greece
and Albania, and the Ministry of Culture, Sofia, Bulgaria.

[05 September 2013]
Terlik Fest Gathers Musicians in Dazhdovnitsa

Each year Krug Art Movement and the people of Dazhdovnitsa develop the idea for the local
festival of the Terlik in the same way as the Terlik itself has to be unknit in order to knit a
new pair of Terlik. The new elements carry the mark of tradition, sense of humor and
freedom.
We are expected guests from the region, the country and abroad, as well as musical
performances from classical rock to ancient music, played with duduks (wooden pipes) and
bagpipes, but not without guitars, drums and violins. This time, the musicians will get on a
real stage, provided by project “The Bridge – Crossroads of Cultures”, which was completed
this year. Young dark wave groups and performers from the country will bring contemporary
apparatuses for the night dark wave show, which will be streamed live online.
During the Fest, a new sculpture composition “Sisyphus’ Stone” will open. It has been built in
the Art House backyard.
Performers of all ages will take part in the festival program. The Terlik Fest will be
inaugurated by the Mayor eng. Hassan Azis. This year’s edition is realized with the support of
Kardzhali Municipality, Regional Mufti Office, “Demex” Ltd. Company, “Rosi” Company,
“Team Holding” Ltd. and others.
This year’s eighth annual festival will start at 11:00 on September 7 (Saturday) and will
continue until late night with a short break for keshkek.

[09 September 2013]
Dazhdovnitsa between Tradition and Innovations

For the eighth time, Dazhdovnitsa celebrated its original Terlik Fest with guests and friends.
Mayors and deputy mayors honored the fest, and Kardzhali Mayor engineer Hassan Azis
congratulated the event organizers and villagers for the successful cultural model which they
are creating together – actively opening to the world by using tradition for innovative ideas.
The wonderful musicians and singers from the Ensemble for Turkish Folk Music, affiliated to
Association “Buket”, opened the program. Ensembles from community house “Izgrev” from
village Enchets and children from Dazhdovnitsa with their own performance followed suit.
Rock musicians from Kardzhali and Light Vocal Group from Radomir performed a few author
pieces for the Fest guests. Two installations of Terliks were created especially for the festival
by Gyulsever Yusein from village Rani List and Nera Yusein from Kardzhali. Paintings from
out last international planner beautified the open spaces in the village. The guests also went
to see the spectacular sculpture composition “Sisyphus’ Stone” – a symbol of the doggedness
of the ancient Greek hero, and treated themselves to keshkek.
In its search for the constant renewal of the cultural-touristic profile of the festival, the Art
House invited to an improvised rock festival dark wave groups and performers from Sofia,
Radomir, Varna, Khaskovo and Kardzhali. The musical marathon that lasted the entire night
of the festival could be heard in a few kilometer radius and in the villages nearby.
The event organizers were congratulated by the mayor of Kardzhali engineer Hassan Azis
and by Mr. Rusi Ivanov, General Director of Directorate General “European Affairs” at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs”, who was among the Fest guests, and by oldest residents of
Dazhdovnitsa.

[04 October 2013]
"Reaching Kardzhali"

Under this provocative title, the young French man Simon Bonhomme who is a longstanding
friend of Krug Art Movement, crossed the 3000 km distance between his native town
Clermont-Ferrand to Kardzhali by foot, hitchhiking and by airplane, leaving France by foot on
September 15 and reaching Kardzhali on October 3 to take part in the Municipal Cultural
Program. He calls this journey a “cocktail of cities”. His camera immortalized city events and
sites from Lyon, Frankfurt, Kornberg and Stuttgart. He described his trip with a sense of
humor, “My first stop was Frankfurt – a city made by hitchhikers, who after stopping here
were never able to leave.” On September 23, Simon wrote on his Facebook page,”Auf
wiedersehen, Germany, Merhaba, Turquey!!!” and crossed by plane the distance between

Stuttgart and Ankara, from where he headed by foot through the historical cities Nevşehir,
Pamukkale and Cappadocia to Istanbul. From Istanbul, the traveler arrived in Kardzhali by
bus with one stop in Plovdiv. In Turkey, he made hundreds of photos and recorded his
meetings with dozens of people from the spontaneous friendship made along the road.
Simon Bonhomme is a 26-year-old culturologist who works in the Museum of Contemporary
Art in the city Clermont-Ferrand. He is also a musician and a photographer. Last year, he
graduated with a degree in Culture Studies from the University in Clermont-Ferrand. The city
is the main administrative center of the region Auvergne, Central France, and has existed
since the times of the Romans. It is considered to have been the capital of the ancient Gaels.
At the central square of the city, the author of the Statue of Liberty in New York, Frédéric
Auguste Bartholdi, has chiseled out a sculpture of the Gaelic chief Vercingetorix. The city is
host of one of the most popular international festivals of the short film cinema, whose 35th
edition took place this year. This is also the administrative headquarters of the company for
car tired “Michelin”. There are two universities in the city, a few polytechnic institutes and a
higher school of commerce.
Simon is an avid fan of cities and is very interested in the contemporary city environment.
His journey has inspired by his passion to understand the link between the movable and
immovable of contemporary city culture. He is staying at the Art House in Dazhdovnitsa and
on October 4 and 5, at the Art Gallery in Kardzhali, will present in front of young people his
huge archive from his European journey titled “Reaching Kardzhali”, an event which is part
of the cultural program for “Days for Kardzhali”.

[28 October 2013]
“My Black-and-White Stories”

16-year-old
Zlatina
Tochkova
from
Kardzhali is a member of the international
network for online exchange of art works
Tumblr, which has 2 200 000 members
from the whole world, mainly young artists
and authors of art projects.
Zlatina paints, plays the guitar, sings,
takes photographs throughout Bulgaria,
writes shorts stories, participates in
competitions for creative writing in
English, and meets face to face other
authors in competitive environments in
Bulgaria and abroad. At the end of April
this year, she won 3rd place in category
Photography at the national competition
for informational technologies and visual
art “I Can – Here and Now”.
In February of this year, she was one of
the seven young artists in Krug Art
Movement’s action “Heart Hunters”, and in

September she played on stage with the
young musicians Todor Todorov and
Milena Vasileva at the Terlik Fest in
Dazhdovnitsa and thus participated in the
first dark wave concert with groups and
performers from the country. Zlatina
Tochkova is a student of the musician
Ilhan Yildiz and daughter of musicians. Her
mother Dora Tochkova is a soloist in the
opera choir at the House of Culture and
her father Georgi Tochkov has been a DJ
for the past 25 years. Zlatina studies at
high school “Hristo Botev” and is a
member of the volunteer structure of Krug
Art Movement, in which participate many
young authors from Kardzhali and the rest
of the country. The young artist’s debut
project, which has been included in the
Program for cultural events of Kardzhali
Municipality dedicated to October 21, is
called “My Black-and-White Stories”.

The project unites elements from the
literature performance, photographic plots,
multimedia presentation and author
performances for guitar and voice. And

one incredible wall with literature from the
author, in black and white, will greet
spectators and friends on 29 October
(Tuesday) at 18:00 in the Art Gallery.

[29 November 2013]
The Holidays We Cannot Do Without
From November 29 (Friday) till January, Krug Art Movement accentuates on the multicultural
diversity of the ways winter holidays are celebrated in the Kardzhali municipality.
After the traditional Turkish celebration Day of Ashura comes Jewish Hanukah – the Festival
of Light, which starts on November 27 and lasts 8 days during which candles are being lit.
For the first time since the year 1888, Hanukah this year coincides with the American
Thanksgiving Day. After these holidays, come the Christian Christmas and New Year
celebration, and the Armenian Christmas Eve and Christmas.

On November 29, the festival calendar of Krug begins with an exhibit and performance
dedicated to the lights, presented by the Macedonian painter Periza Georgiev in the Art
Gallery. After performing during the program of the “Night of Museums and Galleries” in
Plovdiv, we will see in Kardzhali the experimental light show of Periza Georgiev and his team
of young people.

From December 16 to 21, Ekaterina Sadula from Moscow, who lives and works in
Momchilgrad, will demonstrate in front of audience at the art Gallery ancient Balkan
techniques for hand crafting of souvenirs and objects from untreated wool. The organizers
will present also her author exhibit of nontraditional wool eco-works.

On December 25 and 26, 13-year-old Berkay Izet from the village Konevo, who has already
won one international and one regional awards for photography, will present his debut solo
exhibit “From Izmir to Konevo” to friends and connoisseurs. The exhibit includes 25
photographs and 100 video-presentations of events, meetings and places in Balkans, as seen
through the explorer’s lens on the young man. Berkay Izet will also show 14 original works –
hand-made by him decorative candle holders decorated with color beads.

In January, as a way to celebrate the Armenian Christmas, the Art Gallery will welcome a big
photo-exhibit “Armenia – ancient and modern”.

[05 December 2013]
CREATION OF WEB FOR POST-WAVE CONTRA CONCERTS

Light Vocal Group, “Darkwave-Radomir”, “Web for Post-wave Contra Concerts and Other Events”
and KRUG Art Movement-Kardzhali are organizing a post-wave contra concert “14 Years New
Life” on December 21 in the alternative Sofia club “Tri Ushi” (Three Ears). Here is part of the
names of authors and performers: Ivaylo Demidov-Ivashkin, Adam Avramov, Emil Nedyalkov,
Svilen Ivanov – Morebasser, Ilijana Beshkova, Leda Ekimova, Iva Nachkova, Albena Angelova,
the bands „Light Vocal Group”, “Project Dimitar Voev”, “Psichobagajnik”, “Loshi Perli” and others,
and on the drums – 12-years-old Antonina Yordanova.
These are all young post- and dark-wave groups and musicians from Sofia, Varna, Radomir, Ruse
and other cities, who are coming together to present a common non-formal conception for a preholiday rock concert, under the key title “clandestine convocation with visible character”. Actually,
a series of so-called “secret concerts” were conceptualized over the ending year, and two of them
were also realized with remarkable success by non-formal team “Darkwave-Radomir” in the
villages Stefanovo and Galabnik, Region Pernik, and Dazhdovnitsa, in the Kardzhali region (in
partnership with Art Movement KRUG). The concerts took place in June and September, and
audience flowed from all over the country. The indisputable success of these mini-fests – in
Stefanovo, Galabnik and Dazhdovnitsa – showed that this conscious honesty and noncommercialism is perceived by the audience and it resonates with its own attitude.
In the experimental concert in the Sofia club “Tri Ushi”, the fragile newly created web of authors
and groups, continuing the lyrical waver worldview after the end of the epos “New Generation”,
will appear in public. The majority of performers are young people who do not hide the fact that
the point of departure of their musical searches is the Underground and the youth subculture of
the 80ies and 90ies, and that together with that they continue experimenting in the spirit of the
fine and cold esthetics of the band “New Generation”. Inspiring artists who work in the web are:
the musician Ivaylo Demidov-Ivashkin from the erstwhile group “Mefisto”, who worked together
with the unforgettable Dimitar Voev; Ilijana Beshkova - punk and jazz performer, solo of
Rosenquarzexpess, who is the granddaughter of the painter Ilya Beshkov and daughter of the
director Alexander Beshkov, and currently lives and works in Germany; the emblematic
superbasshero Svilen Ivanov, who is capable of extracting music even with a … flex; the Varna

punks from “Psichobagajnik” – first a legend and later a group; psychedelic dark ambient project
E.U.E.R.P.I., as well as the poets and artists of Art Movement KRUG.
Whatever the audience in “Tri Ushi” on December 21 may be, with all its curious attributes –
black makeup and lipstick, torn pantyhose, dresses from the 17th century, leathers and black
cloaks – the important thing is the provoked creation of a circle itself and of a community, which
actively creates and offers new esthetic standards, the standards of consistent innovation and
musical vanguard, and the rethinking of the tradition of the “cold wave” though its lab (thus far)
experiment.
How should post-wave be understood? As Bulgarian. After the end of the epos “New
Generation”, our original rock scene rapidly deteriorated, while its analogues in other postsocialist countries continue to hold up somehow or other, maybe more so because of their sheer
numbers than because of good ideas. Nevertheless, one cannot say that over the last two
decades there is an absolute absence of spiritual followers of that rock scene. Performers,
maintaining the healthily lyrical waver worldview exist also outside this circle. However, what has
been being born in the last few years and at a certain moment not so long ago started being
named “post-wave” – that is this concrete attempt to revisit the contemporary Bulgarian culture,
made by young groups and musicians, who announce themselves under the name “Web for Postwave Contra Concerts and Other Events”.
What are the elements of innovation which transform these musicians into a
community? Maybe it is the approach. According to Adam Avramov, one of the organizers of
the web, “We are trying to be something like the grain of sand in the vestibular apparatus of
some types of crabs, which irritates their soft tissues but still lets them know in which direction
they are moving. Keeping in mind the dynamics of the cultural processes at home, after point
“A”, point “B” usually turns to be a humiliating chimera. Therefore, as in the good traditions of
eastern philosophy, we attach much greater importance to the journey itself than to its
destination. Because one of the reasons to exist at all is for our personal gusto, our priority is to
realize our ideas singlehandedly and not by the well-known principle of “let’s give”…”
What is “contra” in this concert? As one of the musicians, Alexey from “Loshi Petli” says, the
contrabass is not contra the bass. The playful title “contra-concert” was born as spontaneously as
everything else with the background of the happening in the country protests and absurdly sham
“contra-protests”. If there is one thing the web participants are categorically “contra”, that is the
absolute impossibility to make an adequate evaluation of the heritage left by the last Bulgarian
musician and poet of the XX century – Dimitar Voev.

