2014: HEADLINES
[19 January 2014]
LITHOGRAPHY MASTER FROM TURKEY SHOWS HIS WORK IN KRUG ART
GALLERY

Lithography master Prof. Mustafa Aslier from Turkey shows his exhibition entitled “Peace” in
Krug Art Gallery at the invitation for the Rotary Clubs in Kardzhali and Edirne. “The theme of
peace and motherland is always loaded with a particular philosophy”, said the Mayor,
engineer Hassan Azis, during the opening of the exhibit. He congratulated the author and
underlined that cultural cooperation is very important for the two cities, while the established
partnership between the two Rotary clubs is very beneficial for the society. The exhibit was
opened by Mrs. Guzin Djirawoglu, President of Edirne Rotary Club “Mimar Sinan” and by the
President of the Kardzhali Rotary Club, Gavrail Gavrailov.
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Prof. Aslier, who is one of the most famous experimenter in lithography not only in Turkey
but also in the world, is considered to be a cornerstone of this art. In Krug Art Gallery, he
showed 40 of his works (in format 30x40cm), which had already been exhibited in some of
the most famous galleries in Europe and Asia. He often represents Turkey in international
biennales and exhibitions of engravings, graphics and original lithography. Mustafa Aslier has
already participated in more than 50 art events worldwide. As noted by the media and the
international encyclopedias, he introduced the contemporary interpretation of printing
techniques dating from a few centuries back and continues experimenting with the same.
Mustafa Aslier was born in 1926 in the Chitak Quarter of the village of Kobilyane, region of
Kardzhali. His family moved to Turkey in 1939. He goes back to Bulgaria for the first time in
1984 but accompanying militia do not allow him to get down from the car and he doesn’t
end up stepping foot on his motherland.
“The motherland theme is always loaded with a particular philosophy. The peace theme
explored in the exhibit can be seen on multiple levels – as peace between generations,
between ethnic groups, between nations, as peace in our souls”, said the Mayor Hassan Azis
during the opening.
Prof. Aslier underscored that if he would have known as much Bulgarian as his father, he
would have spoken in Bulgarian.
“In moved away in 1939 and had the chance to be what I am. For 68 years I have
been creating and teaching. I have always dreamt to return to my native land and
today my dream came true. This is my first exhibit in my native land” – said the
artist. “This exhibition is a bridge between the cultures of the two nations. I have
captured the feelings of the people. This is a bouquet of colours” – he added.
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[05 March 2014]
GOBELIN EXHIBITION IN KRUG ART GALLERY

50 ladies aged between 17 and 70 from the 7 municipalities of the Kardzhali region present their
authors’ Gobelins in Krug Art Gallery. The exhibition which will be up until March 9 presents a
total of 125 Gobelin tapestries. Among them, there is a miniature Gobelin measuring 6x6 cm, as
well as Gobelins as big as 1x2 m. The schemes for the Gobelins have been developed with a
special computer program.
The youngest author is 17-year-old Alexandra Stankova from the Foreign Language High-school
“Hristo Botev”. Six of the largest pieces were created by Dr. Rumyana Angelova from Kardzhali,
who elaborated on the Rubens painting “The Union of Earth and Water”. Ayşe Ali from the village
of Mishevsko, Dzhebel Municipality, presents her study of the classical portrait of Safie Sultan, the
world-famous wife of sultan Murad II and mother of Mehmed III. Hesrin Banashak from village
Byal Izvor, Ardino Municipality, has recreated the piece “Tender Fairy” by 19 century British
author Sofi Andersen. Among the exhibited tapestries are studies of works by world authors like
Paul Renoir (“Two Sisters on the Terrace”), Gustav Klimt (“The Dancer” and “The Kiss”), by
Salvador Dali, Heinrich Burkel and others.
In addition to world’s classics, the ladies from the Kardzhali region show Gobelin tapestries which
“work” as watches, as well as modern Gobelins representing old photographs, triptychs, which
are a hit at the moments, and creations made with mixed techniques using thread, beads and
ribbons. Among the initiators of the exhibit, which is taking place for a second year in Krug Art
Gallery in celebration of the international day of the woman, March 8, are eng. Emilia Cholakova
from “Aris Gobelins” and the regional manager for Avon Cosmetics Bulgaria, Neli Lambreva.

3

[11 April 2014]
INSTALLATIONS OF TURKISH FOLK TALES IN KRUG ART GALLERY
From April 12 till 22, Krug Art Gallery
will present 22 installations based on
Turkish folk tales. The folk tales are
told by grandmas Yumyugyul, Fatme,
Shukriye, Bayrie and Galime from
Dazhdovnitsa.
The
experimental
exposition is developed on the basis of
motives, related to trees which make
wishes come true, transform in boats
in order to save families, bringing them
from shore to shore, on fairy tales
about wild blackberry bushes speaking
in human tongues which give back the
life force to very sick people and on
fairy tales about beautiful girls with
magic powers coming from the
mountain and forests.

The folk tales are collected and recorded
by Krug Youth Alliance members, and the
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installations inspired by these texts are
realised by the team of Krug Art
Movement and the visual art class in Krug
Youth Club “Art Gallery”.
The hand written and richly illustrated folk
tales can be seen by the visitors in the
original Turkish in which they were told
with a translation in Bulgarian.

The exhibit is dedicated to the 89th
anniversary of the “Week of the Forest”,
announced for the first time in 12.04.1925
by the then Ministry of National
Enlightenment in cooperation with the
Ministry of Agriculture and State Property
with memorandum 6325/23.03.1925 and
has been celebrated each year at the
beginning of April from then till today.

[30 May 2014]
SEVENTH EDITION OF THE INITIATIVE „MULTICULTURAL CITY”

This year’s edition of the initiative “Multicultural City” of Krug Art Movement and Kardzhali
Municipality is the 7th since 2008. The program this year includes events from June 6 till 27
and starts with a visiting exhibit titled “The Call of Nature” by the Turkish painter Emel
Sezer. The exhibit containing 30 author’s pieces is organised in partnership with the
Association for Culture and Cooperation of the Balkan Turks – Edirne.
On June 13, “Zona Cultura” opens in the yard of erstwhile tobacco storage-houses, which
will be transformed into exhibit space for the photography exhibition “Abandoned America
and Abandoned Bulgaria”. The author of the exhibit is Kardzhali artist Iliyan Iliev, who holds
a Master of Arts in Cinema Documentary and Design. From 1995 till 2013, he lived in the
USA and worked as photo correspondent for the National Geographic. The presented photoresearch is oriented to the opposite site of luxury and luxurious way of life, and shows
materials from the life of the so-called marginal people, who need our support in the US, as
well as at home.
On June 27, on the city boulevard “Trakia” a special designer album-installation will be fixed
which made up by engraved photographs from family albums of Kardzhali people, living
today in Istanbul, Bursa, Edirne and Izmir.
That night, during a special ceremony for the opening of an exhibit presenting 100 archival
photographs from family albums of 17 families forcefully expelled from Bulgaria to Turkey
during the totalitarian rule , will be announced the nominations for the second winner of the
prize “The Multicultural Person” 2014. The first winner of the prize was the politician and
actor Nureddin Mehmed, who was nominated in 2013.
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MULTICULTURAL CITY 2014: PROGRAM
Performer: KRUG Youth Center – KRUG Art Movement
Partner: Kardzhali Municipality





6 June – Guest exhibition „The Call of Nature” of Turkish artist Emel Sezer from Edirne. Place: Art
Gallery Krug, 3 Trakia blvd. Opening at 18:00
17 June – Zone Culture „Alternative places for art”: Art installation of American artist Ilian Iliev
born in Kardzhali: „Abandoned America and Abandoned Bulgaria”. Place: The tobacco Storage
House yard-Kardzhali. Opening at 11:00
30 June – „Are the family albums alive…”. An exhibition and an album made as street installation,
presenting family photo- archives of 17 Kardzhali families, living in Turkey. Place: Art Gallery Krug,
3 Trakia blvd. Opening at 11:00
30 June – Handing in an award “Multicultural Person” for the second year. Place: Art Gallery Krug,
3 Trakia blvd. Opening at 18:30 (This year’s nominee is Prof. Dr. Petar Garena).

Initiative „MULTICULTURAL CITY”: presentation

A joint Initiative of the Municipality of Kardzhali and KRUG Art Movement launched in May
2008. The Initiative is held every year on May/ June and in 2014 it will be held the
seventh edition. The aim of the Initiative is to show Kardzhali through the prism of its
multicultural memory in the context of modern European cities. Local cultural memory
keeps narratives, written documents, records and artifacts of cultural and linguistic groups
who lived here from the 19th and 20th centuries up to now. In Kardzhali, declared a town
in 1912, during the 20th century lived together Bulgarians, Turks, Armenians, Roma,
Bulgarian Muslim, a small number of Greek families. Local Jewish community existed until
1946. Today the biggest is Turkish cultural community, followed by Bulgarians, Bulgarian
Muslims, Roma and Armenians.
Within the Initiative “Multicultural City” from beginning up to now:
 The places of former Turkish inns, Armenian and Jewish cafes have been marked
(total 9);
 Some big expositions with photo- archives based on the local family memory have
been presented (total 7);
 Participative art programs for youth regional authors from every cultural and
linguistic groups have been organised (total 12);
 A memorial plaque was placed at the site of the former fire burned synagogue;
 An academic workshop for documentation of the old local Turkish folk celebration
Hadarlez is held with the participation of researchers from 5 European countries
(in the village Rani list);
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The maps of some of the old city streets have developed in their former
appearance, and are installed at visible places in the city with inscriptions in
Bulgarian and English.
The program "Cultural Horizons" has been performing children and youth activities
with literary texts in Bulgarian, Turkish, Armenian, Hebrew and Roma languages.
(Total 5);
Armenian cultural associations from Bulgaria have participated in various museums
and folklore exhibitions;
Diplomats from the Embassies of Armenia, Palestine and Israel have participated
in the different editions so far;
The “Multicultural City” Initiative was presented in 2010 at Euro-Mediterranean
forum in Barcelona:
http://www.kardjali.bg/?pid=2,2&id_news=2070
In 2013, the first nomination "Multicultural Man" for the contribution to the
development of multiculturalism held. The first prize winner was Nureddin
Mehmed, a former actor, civic activist, politician and Kardzhali’ member of the
Grate National Assembly.

[08 June 2014]
“LET’S HUG THE EARTH!” IS THE MESSAGE OF PAINTER EMEL SEZER FROM
EDIRNE

The cultural program for the initiative
“Multicultural City”-2014 will open on June
6 with the traveling exhibit “The Call of
Nature” of Turkish painter Emel Sezer in
Krug Art Gallery.

Emel Sezer was born and lives in Edirne.
She graduated from the Trakia University
with a degree in Pedagogy for Fine Arts.
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Her second degree is in photography and
graphic design. Emel Sezer is famous for
the wide variety of techniques which she
mobilises to express her ideas – acrylic,
mixed techniques, graphics, collage, print
on wood and textile. She experiments also
with old folk techniques for colouring and
uses natural dyes, extracted from flowers,
herbs, coffee, etc. “Only the artist is able
to express ideas through silence, by giving
form, meaning and life to the internal
world of the humans visible only to her”,
says Emel Sezer.
She has had 6 solo exhibits in Turkey and
abroad, and has participated in many
other exhibits. “The Call of Nature” is her

first solo exhibit in Bulgaria. The
exposition includes 40 artworks which are
part of a series of around 100 works under
the common motto “Let’s Hug the Earth!”
One painting from the series is already
owned by the Museum of Painting and
Sculpture “Ilhan Koman” in Edirne, while
other paintings have been bought by
private collectors. The artist is a
passionate environmentalist and often
participates in citizens’ actions for
protection of forests, natural phenomena,
plants and animals. The series “The Call of
Nature” aims at portraying the pain nature
feels from the encroachments of man.
Emel Sezer noted that her message is to
save the nature from us, ourselves. “We
are one. The humans are slowly
destroying nature. From her side, she
attacks them to defend herself. At the end
of the cycle “The Call of Nature” I show
how man is actually committing selfdestruction”, highlighted the author.

patronage of the Edirne governor, in
which students from 150 schools and
diversities from 8 Balkan countries
participate.

Emel Sezer works also with art
photography. She is a member of the
International
Association
of
the
Photographers IAP. She is the winner of
42 national and international awards for
participation in photography exhibitions.
She is a member of the jury for the
competition
“Selimiye”
of
Edirne
Municipality. In 2013, she was also a
member of the jury of the international
youth photo competition and a coordinator
of the project “Rumeli Academy” under the

“We discover many things which cannot
be said with words, but art is able to
express them”, he underlined.
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During the opening of the exhibit, the
Kardzhali mayor eng. Hassan Azis spoke
about the meaning of contemporary art,
and how through its prism every year
exciting events take place under the
Initiative
“Multicultural
City”
and
highlighted that this is the optimal
approach.

A delegation lead by the vice mayor of
Edirne, Dr. Ertugrul Tanrakulu, arrived for
the presentation of Emel Sezer in
Kardzhali. Among the guests were the
Chair of the Association for Culture and
Cooperation of the Balkan Turks from
Edirne, Mrs. Esma Gundodu, and her vice
chair Mr. Hikmet Cavusoglu, who also
represents the Edirne Municipality.

[13 Юни 2014]
“ABANDONED AMERICA AND ABANDONED BULGARIA” IN THE TOBACCO
STORAGE HOUSE YARD

Art photography themed “Abandoned America and Abandoned Bulgaria” has been arranged
in the open in one of the two yards of the former tobacco storehouses in Kardzhali, which
were closed in 2003. The exhibition opens today at 11:00. At 18:00, in the Art Gallery, its
author Ilian Iliev will present cinema and photo materials from his art work around the world
to photographers and film directors from Bulgaria and Greece, and to fans from Kardzhali.
“I am an American from Kardzhali and the world is my scene,” says Iliev, a typical
contemporary cosmopolite with Bulgarian and American citizenship. After graduating from
the local sport school “Georgi Benkonvski” in Kardzhali with the dream to become a
volleyballer, he started studying history in Sofia University. At the end of his studies, he goes
to the US, and lives in Denver between 1995 and 2013, where he graduates from the
Colorado University with a degree in film art. “In the US, Iliev creates his own production
company “Tangra Productions Company” and starts travelling the whole world as a producer
and also as photographer-researcher. Scrip-writer, director and producer of 14 short films,
which think over different aspects of the contemporary humanism, and have been awarded
numerous times and been selected in film festivals worldwide,” explained Radost Nikolaeva,
director of Krug Art Movement. The photo exhibit “Abandoned America and Abandoned
Bulgaria” is a part of the program of the Initiative “Multicultural City”, organised by Krug Art
Movement in cooperation with the Kardzhali Municipality.
Ilian Iliev is the script-writer, director and producer of 14 short films which have received
great recognition. On average each one of his films has been selected to participate in 5 to 7
world cinema festivals and received 4 to 6 awards. “The fact that one movie can make a lot
of money and to make his creators multimillionaires is not enough for me,” says Ilian. His
vision on art and his philosophy as a director and producer of experimental short film cinema
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(black-and-white and colour) are available on his website IlianFilm.com. The specialists
would probably find especially interesting his author systematisation of world cinema history
– from proto-cinema (1832) till contemporary cinema (2014). The systematisation includes
movies from more than 50 countries, which are included according to “their international
recognition”. In this way, it is easy to follow the development of German cinema between
1919 and 1929, Soviet cinema between 1917 and 1931 and from 1945 till 2000, the
Hollywood movies from the 20ties, the first colour movies (1926-1935), the European
cinema of the 30ties, the Italian and American cinema of the 40-50ties, the French “new
wave”, the Hollywood between 1952 and 1965, the Eastern European cinema, etc.

Ilian Iliev’s film explore the dramatic aspects of the relationships between individual and
society, man and woman, For example, the 7-minute “Shadows”, which received 4 awards
from international film festivals, is made by a true story - the confrontation of a blind woman
with the judiciary system in Colorado. The black-and-white “Pale Side of Darkness”,
nominated for “Best Movie” at the Malta Int TV Short Film Festival, 2007, is a film about
Anthony – a lonely person with a his own moral code, with a difficult and cynical way of
thinking, who cannot escape from his hopeless past and yet, despite everything, he is trying
to fight for the love of his life.
One of Ilian Iliev’s films which received the largest number of awards and was shown in
2011 Canne Film Festival is “The Here between…” The film is about the lynching of a woman
of colour and her drama between the world of the living and the world of the dead. In 2011,
the short received the Best Drama Award at the New York International Film Festival.
The other big love of Ilian Iliev is research photography. His addiction to it started in 2007
when he photographed Machu Picchu in Peru - one of the 7 wonders of the world. Then he
embarked on the project to travel to, research and present all the 21 nominated wonders of
the world. Up to now, he has developed his material on the Coliseum in Rome, the church
Hagia Sofia in Istanbul, Stonehenge in England, the Neuschwanstein Castle in Germany,
Chichén Itzá in Mexico, etc. Since 2011, Ilian works on Urban Decay Photography with
special accent on abandoned by the people spaces, buildings falling apart on their own,
lonely objects in which one can find the symbolic traces of human life and spirituality. With
this aim, Ilian has traveled to and photographed dozens of buildings in the US and in
Bulgaria. “Abandoned America and Abandoned Bulgaria” is his first exhibit of art
photography on this topic in Bulgaria. “These photographs reveal the remnants of a previous
life, from which the soul has flown away to leave only a stone body, decaying in
timelessness,” says Ilian Iliev.
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[28 June 2014]
KARDZHALI’S LIVE MEMORY IN FAMILY ALBUMS OF 17 FAMILIES
To close this year’s edition of the initiative
“Multicultural City”, Krug Art Movement
presents for the first time a part of the
fund which has been developing for years
already of a few hundred archival objects
of family archives of Kardzhali people,
living in Turkey. The exhibit presents a
total of 106 photographs and documents
from the family memory of 17 families
from Kardzhali – dating from the end of
the 19th century till 1989. The materials
are ordered in categories Personal
Documents, Local Festivals and Traditions,
Crafts and Craftsmen, School Life,
Amateur Artists and Amateur Groups, City
Cultural Events, Weddings and Festivities.
The exhibit presents unique personal and
social
events,
personalities
and
architectural
objects,
which
make
Kardzhali unforgettable for those who
lived here and moved away, and attractive
to their children and grandchildren in
Istanbul, Izmir, Bursa and Edirne – all
sources of the presented archives come.

In the exhibition we will see a photograph
from around 1912 of Dr. Sadik Effendi
from Kardzhali, the first military doctor in
the city who was educated in France.
There are also rare documents from the
life and activities of already forgotten
individuals like the Mufti Yunus effendi
Aptiev Aliev, born in 1872 in the village
Most, and of Mehmed Syuleymanov
Zyumriev, chair of the Mufti Trust (1925),
who was also one of the first local
winemakers and masters of wine in
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Kardzhali. Mufti Yunus produced also
“bulama” – oiled juice of grapes, “petmez”
(dark grape juice) and “balswdjwk” –
walnut soaked in grape juice and starch.
We see Hussein Alkayali, born in 1908 in
village Krayno Selo, Kardzhali region, who
went to the primary school on Kardzhali
between 1934-1942, and won the
“Pehlivan fights” (Yağlı güreş) in Edirne 9
consecutive times and was awarded the
Golden Belt 3 times.

We see Faik Kasimov who during the
Second World War was the driver of
General Vladimir Stoychev (1941-1945).
On display is a photograph saved from the
evening of the inauguration of the
Kardzhali Group of Painters (1972). The
following people are on the picture:
Dzhamal Emurlov, Stanka Dimitrova,
Vasko Vasilev, Stefan Lilov, Georgi

Trifinov,
Stoyan
Stoyanov,
and
Burhanettin Faikov, who now lives in
Istanbul. Some of the photographs portray
events from the lives of families, whose
heirs now live all over the world - as Varol
Mert, director of SIEMENS in Manaus,
Brazil, whose father Mehmed Mert was
exiled from Kardzhali in 1989 and settled
in Istanbul. One can see various
documents, e.g. written in Ancient
Turkish,
certificates
for
completed
education, diplomas, identity cards for
membership in hunting associations and
bicycle groups, as well as a Sharia low
document from 1917, all of which have
been preserved in the family archives of
Kardzhali people living in Turkey and
handing from generation to generation.

which will be at the passerby’s disposal to
open and peruse.

On the evening of the exhibit opening, the
award
ceremony
for
the
prize
“Multicultural Person of 2014” will take
place.

The exhibit opens on July 1 at 18:00 at
Krug Art Gallery. During the day, as early
as 11:00, on 3, Trakia Boulevard, an
album-installation will be placed whose
pages will measure 1.00 x 0.80 m. and
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[30 June 2014]
FATHER PETAR GARENA IS “MULTICULTURAL PERSON” OF 2014

Since 2013, within the frame of the Initiative “Multicultural City”, the tradition to award the
“Multicultural Person” of each year was established. Krug Art Movement is the founder of this
award, which is traditionally given on the last day of the cultural program of “Multicultural
City”. The award is given to a person from Kardzhali for their contribution to the
development of multiculturalism, intercultural dialogue and linguistic diversity. The award
aims to put an accent of the the value of intercultural interaction, while widening the
understandings of innovation in that context.
On July 1, 2014, the day of the final exhibit of this year’s cultural program, the second
winner of the “Multicultural Person” award will be announced. This year’s nominee is Prof.
Dr. Petar Garena, author of the books “A Prayer for Love” (2000), “The Challenges of an
Orthodox Priest” (2002), “The Bulgarian Cross in Tavria” (2004), “Ethnic and Religious
Interactions between Edirne Trakia and the East Rhodopes Mountain” (2004), “About the
Sermon” (2004), “Sermons. Scroll I” (2004), “The Military Clergy of Bulgaria - Volume I and
II” (2007-2008), “Shepherd’s Sermons, Lectures and Words in the St. George Church in
Kardzhali. Scroll II” (2009) and “Shepherd’s Ministry and Liturgical Chants” (2009). Arena
has authored 40 academic articles in specialised academic journals.
Petar Garena has graduated from Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” with a degree in
theology. He specialised in sculpture and Turkish Philology. He was a member of the
Association of Bulgarian Painters, from where he was expelled during the totalitarian regime
because of a publication in the national newspaper. Garena has participated in numerous
general national exhibitions with his small sculpture and paintings. Before 1989, he was the
illustrator of literary almanac "South" – edition of the Union of Bulgarian Writers and the
Association of Writers in Haskovo, where he worked as a journalist and correspondent for
military newspapers and journals. He has authored over 200 publications - essays, featured
articles and short stories. In 2001, he received the award for stories from the Union of
Bulgarian Writers. Musician and piper, Garena won a prize for his performance on the kaval
flute at the International Competition for Outplaying with Folk Instruments in Shiroka Laka.
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He was ordained in priesthood Arapovski Monastery in 1992, where he took the name Peter
(his birth name is Kamen) and the order "priest on call." He was sent to the Gagauz in
Bessarabia and participates in the Bulgarian turmoil up to the arrival of the general Lebed.
He served in the border areas with ethnic and confessional mixed population, as well as with
Bulgarians in Turkey, Macedonia and Romania. He is also the first Bulgarian cleric who
visited the Western Suburbs, after their detachment from Bulgaria per the Neuilly Treaty of
1919. He was arrested and extradited by Serbian authorities for pro-Bulgarian activities. For
some time, he also worked with the Christians of the Turkish Orthodox Church (Anadolu
Hristiyan kilisesi).
Since 1997, by order of Bishop Arseny, Petar Garena has taken over the ecclesiastical affairs
in Kardzhali (without permanent appointment) and in 2000 he founded Orthodox Educational
Center adjoint to "St. Martyr George".
He is a Professor at Plovdiv University "Paisii Hilendarski" in the Philosophy and History
Faculty, Department of History and Archaeology. Peter Garena is Doctor of Historical
Sciences and Doctor of Theology. The degree Doctor of Theology he received defending the
thesis "The mission of the priest in parishes with ethnic and religious pluralism."
Since 2013, he has been working on a major undertaking with working title "Eastern
Rhodopes – History of the Settlements and Population", which covers research and
presentation of about 2,000 dead and alive villages in Bulgaria and Greece.
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[02 July 2014]
THE MAYOR ENG. AZIS HANDED THE AWARD “MULTICULTURAL PERSON” TO
FATHER PETAR GARENA
Last night at the Art Gallery in Kardzhali,
the photo-exhibition "Live memory of
Kardzhali
albums
of
immigrants",
presented by Krug Art Movement within
the frame of the 7th edition of the
initiative "Multicultural City", gathered
Bulgarians and Turks not only from
Kardzhali, but also from Istanbul, Edirne
and Izmir in Turkey, who migrated over
the years in our southern neighbour.
Along with the presentation of the
exhibition, during the event was awarded
for the second time the award
"Multicultural Person" founded by Krug Art
Movement. This year's winner was the
parish priest, Father Petar Garena.
The exhibition "Live memory of Kardzhali
albums of immigrants” consists of 108
photographs from the end of the 19th
century till 1989 - from the archives of 17
families from Kardzhali. Among the people
who gave access to their albums are
Burhanettin Ahmedov, Mehmed Mert,
Nihal Yosergan, and Hikmet Cavusoglu. In
the exhibition, one can see a photograph
from around 1912 of Dr. Sadik Effendi
from Kardzhali, who was the first military
doctor in the city with French education.
There are also rare documents from the
life and social engagements of long
forgotten individuals like the Mufti Yunus
emend Aptiev Aliev, born in 1872 in the
village Most, and of Mehmed Syuleymanov
Zyumriev, chair of the Mufti Trust (1925),
who was also one of the first local
winemakers and the wine masters in
Kardzhali.
“What is precious is that people came
from Turkey and gave their archives.
These are photographs which are an
important part of Kardzhali’s cultural
memory”, said Krug Art Movement
Director Radost Nikolaeva during the
opening of the exhibit. She remarked that
the presented archival documents have
been being gathered for three years now.
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Among the official guests of the exhibition
were the mayor of Kardzhali engineer
Hasan Azis, his vice Elissaveta Kehayova,
and the rector of the Plovdiv University
Prof. Zapryan Kozludjov.
“We value the events organised by the
Krug Foundation, which break the grey
daily grind in Kardzhali”, said the Mayor
engineer Hasan Azis, who awarded this
year's "Multicultural Person” prize to
Father Petar Garena. The Mayor stressed
that the exhibition was made with much
love for the homeland. It evokes a lot of
pain, sentiments and tears. The people of
Kardzhali appreciate this attempt to
connect to the past, said the Mayor.

For a second time, Krug Art Movement
awarded the prize "Multicultural Person".
Its first awardee was the doyen of the

actors in Kardzhali Nureddin Mehmed. This
year the KRUG Foundation nominated
Father Petar Garena. Prof. Dr. Petar
Garena is the head of the History and
Archaeology Department at the Plovdiv
University. He is the author of books on
ethnic and religious themes, as well as 40
scientific articles in specialised journals. He
has worked as a journalist and
correspondent for military newspapers and
journals. He has over 200 publications –
essays, featured articles and short stories.
Father Garena is a professor at Plovdiv
University “Paisiy Hilendarski”. He is a
Doctor of Historical Sciences and Doctor of
Theology. He is the author of more than
ten scientific research missions. He has
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gone on missions in different Balkan
countries.
The
Mayor
engineer
Hasan
Azis
announced that he was pleasantly
surprised at the nomination of Father
Petar Garena for “Multicultural Person” of
2014. He remembered how with Father
Garena they installed electricity in the
church and in the mosque and lit the
lamps together for the first time.
According to him, this act gave an impulse
to their later partnerships. “Father Garena
is a missionary at spirit. He is a
cornerstone figure of Kardzhali and has
contributed greatly to earning the honour
that our city is called the capital of
tolerance”, remarked the mayor.

[07 August 2014]
DAZHDOVNITSA AGAIN WITH AN AMBITIOUS SUMMER PROGRAM
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Dazhdovnitsa, which transformed into a metamorphosis of creativity and an art scene, is
welcoming guests this summer again. The international planner “Art Horizons”, which has
been taking place annually since 2006, will gather in the village 18 artists from Bulgaria,
Turkey, Rumania, Slovenia, Finland, Kosovo and the US. From August 22 till 31, the Art
House will accommodate artists from different nationalities, united by the idea of creating art
works in the challenges of the new environment. This year’s edition of “Art Horizons” is held
under the motto, “80 Centimeters above Ground” – conceptions of scale in contemporary
art. Among the participants are professors of fine arts from the Istanbul University “Mimar
Sinan”, members of the international network “World Art Games – WAG”, artists who
participate with projects from the candidature of Veliko Tarnovo for European capital of
culture, organisers of autumn art salon in Kosovo, and others.
Since 2006, 270 selected authors from the whole world have taken part in the international
planner. The art work created here has been shown by Krug Art Movement in different
festivals and art biennales in Europe. These art works form a precious fund which is safe
kept in the Art House in the village.
The international planner traditionally ties into the preparation for the local Terlik Fest, which
falls on September 6 (Saturday) this year.
From this year one, every edition of the festival will be dedicated to one of the unforgettable
local people from the villages around, who are still honoured today. This year’s ninth annual
Terlik Fest is dedicated to Yusuf Akif Akif, stonemason from Dazhdovnitsa, who constructed
some of the stone houses in the region. Yusuf Akif Akif was born in 1879 and died in 1967.
An art installation with his designer portrait will be placed at a special place of honour during
the festival.
On the day of the festival itself, a communal terlik knitting competition will take place, with
the aim to follow up with competitions on the regional, national, Balkan level and further.
The guests of the festival will be able to see a special tent – a museum in the open and hear
wonderful solo performances of different singers from the villages and the city, as well as a
festival program prepared by the community centers from Enchetz, Rani List, Gluhar and
Shiroko Pole. Two customs crafted for the festival chairs will be installed in the village
square, each 4 meters tall, on which the youngest story-tellers who will be telling stories
from the local folklore will climb. As always, the festive keshkek is in preparation for the
quests.
The festival program includes also an afternoon discussion in the Art House, during which
young people from the villages in the municipality, mayors and experts will discuss on the
topic, “The Young People and the Future of Villages”. Organisers of the debate are the
Kardzhali Municipality, Krug Art Movement and youth DPS (Movement for Rights and
Freedoms Party)-Kardzhali.
The International Planner and the Terlik Fest have been part of the national cultural calendar
since 2009.
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[28 August 2014]
MIRACLE-DIGGERS IN DAZHDOVNITSA

“The world is full of things and there is really a need for someone to look for them and find
them. This is exactly what thing-diggers do”, said Alice from Luis Carol’s book. 18 young
artists will find space for their experiments during the 9th International Planner “Art
Horizons”, since has been organised annually at the end of August by the Krug Art
Movement since 2006 in Dazhdovnitsa. Authors from Finland, Romania, Turkey, Kosovo, and
Bulgaria, together with young people from the village will interpret again the local
environment as a scene for their artistic searches. The artists selected this year impress with
their diversity of specialisations in visual arts, cinema, television and new media from
different foreign universities – Palacky University in the Czech Republic, Copenhagen
Scandinavian University, State University of New York , University of the Arts "Mimar Sinan"
in Istanbul, and so on. Some of the participants have received awards and nominations from
international festivals for new media, video art, short film and visual arts.
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Dazhdovnitsa has become a prestigious place for the realisation of projects of artists from
Bulgaria and abroad, who are ready to meet the challenges of a new environment face to
face, to work with new wave natural materials and to realise the bold compositions, which
can be installed in galleries and open air spaces alike. The village is an inspiring working
platform for them. Local people often come into the lens of the camera or in sketchbook of
artists. This year's theme of the planer is "80 cm above the ground – conceptions of scale in
contemporary art”. Meanwhile, the artists tightened, coloured and painted the local bus stop
with twenty "Nazar bondzhutsi" (Blue Butterflies) to the delight of local residents and
tourists. The final art works from the planner will be shown during the Terlik Fest in
Dazhdovnitsa, which this year will take place on September 6. During the Terlik Fest, a series
of custom festive events will take place, as well as a meeting with youth mayors, experts
and candidate MPs, during which will be discussed hot topics for the future of young people
in the villages.
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[04 September 2014]
NINTH TERLIK FEST IN DAZHDOVNITSA

The village Dazhdovnitsa is getting ready again for the traditional Terlik Fest, which will take
place on September 6 (Saturday). Starting this year, every edition of the festival will be
dedicated to some of the unforgettable local people from the villages who are still honoured
today. This year’s festive program will be in honour of Akif Yusuf Akif (1870-1967), stone
mason from Dazhdovnitsa, who constructed some of the stone village houses in the
Kardzhali region. An art installation with his designer portrait measuring 2x3 meters will be
on display in a place of honour during the festival.
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The festive program will commence at 12:00 and continue until the late afternoon. The
guests will have the opportunity to visit a special tent – a museum in the open, to hear
wonderful solo performances of different singers from the villages and the city, and to see a
special program prepared by the community centers from Enchetz, Rani List, Gluhar and
Shiroko Pole. Two specially made for the fest unique chairs, 4 meters tall, will be installed in
the village square and will play the role of a stage for youngest narrators and the youngest
performers of classical and rock music. The culmination of the celebration will be the first
municipal contest for knitting terliks (slippers). Knitters from Dazhdovnitsa, Rani List, Skalna
Glava, Enchetz, Kostino and Blenika will knit, show and sell terliks, while the goal is that the
competition be held eventually on regional, national, Balkan, etc level. An exhibition of
unique artifacts – knitted paper baskets – will be presented by Leila Arif from Kardzhali
women's association "Bouquet". As always, festive keşkek is being prepared for the guests.
The festival program includes also an afternoon meeting-debate in the Art House, during
which young people from the villages in the municipality, mayors and experts will discuss the
topic “Youth and the Future of the Villages”. Organisers are the Kardzhali Municipality, Krug
Art Movement and the Youth MRF-Kardzhali.
The Terlik Fest is in the national cultural calendar since 2009 and every year increases the
popularity of Dazhdovnitsa – a starting base for the development of rural, cultural and
alternative tourism.
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[08 September 2014]
THE TERLIK DAY IN DAZHDOVNITSA BROUGHT TOGETHER MAYORS AND YOUNG
PEOPLE OF THE MUNICIPALITY

For ninth time, the Terlik Fest gathered in
Dazhdovnitsa people from different
municipalities, amateur groups from the
local community centers, and young
talents from Kardzhali and the villages.
This year, the organisers placed an accent
on a few initiatives. For the first time, the
festival was dedicated to the living
memory of a concrete local person – the
stone mason Akif Yusuf Akif, who was
born in 1879 in Dazhdovnitsa and died in
1967. His portrait adorned the village
square, and his great-grandson of the
same name and with the same profession,
was congratulated by guests and
participants. The first municipal contest for
terlik knitting was organised. The winners
were awarded and some terliks were also
sold. Outdoor museum with artifacts from
the rural and family life could be seen
during the festival, while the Art house
hosted an exhibition of original author
hanging knitted paper objects by Leila Arif
from Kardzhali, among which could be
seen a hand knit from paper single terlik.
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The flexible scenario allowed performers
from the express themselves. Musical
formation for authentic Turkish music
"Dostlar" from the Association "Bouquet"
again blew the guests away with
wonderful
performances,
and
two
storytellers told Bulgarian and Turkish folk
tales in the original. This time, the stage
was a challenge in itself - it was made of
two monumental, brightly coloured,
custom made for the festival wooden
chairs, 4 m tall each, with stairs for the
performers. "The stage" will remain
installed in the village as a tourist
attraction. "This is a gift from Krug Art
Movement to Dazhdovnitsa”, said Radost
Nikolaeva, a representative of the
organisers. The Mayor engineer Hassan
Azis again gave his appraisal of the
already 9-year-old model for preservation
development of cultural memory and
cultural traditions. He highlighted that
Dazhdovnitsa has been positioned as a
unique for the country model of cultural
cooperation between local communities,
cultural organisations and artists from the
whole world, which integrates language
diversity, new technologies for cultural
communication and creates a standard for
local development through these means.

After the tasty keşkek, a debate focused
on the “Youth and the Future of the
Villages” started. How to formulate the
real problems, what decisions should
follow and with what politics will we insist
on the implementation of solutions is a
topic to be continued.

[10 October 2014]
ONE VILLAGE ON THE MAP OF EUROPE
Within the frame of the municipal cultural
program, dedicated to the Day of
Kardzhali, Krug Art Movement presents 34
authors, half of whom from Europe and
the US, who have worked in Dazhdovnitsa
over the past 3 years. A total of 80 works
of theirs from the Contemporary Art Fund
of the Organisation will travel from
Dazhdovnitsa to Kardzhali and back.
The traditional planner “Art Horizons”,
which made the small village world
famous, gathers artists from Bulgaria and
abroad every August. What is the real
magnet, what gives birth to the unusual
inspiration of so many creative people,
who travel to reach the Eastern Rhodopes
and leave a part of their heart here?
On one hand, it is the strategy of the Krug
Art Movement to encourage interest in the
place with the instruments of the cultural
industries. On the other, it is the wide
open heart of local people towards those
who come to create in situ.
The appearance of Dazhdovnitsa in dozens
of international sites and forums for
contemporary art is a challenge, which
requires not only its continuation, but also
a vision for its development. If 10 years
ago someone had asked whether it was
possible for a small village in the
municipality to host international events,
most probably, the answer wouldn't have
been “yes”. Now, the step has been taken,
two 4-meter chairs have been installed on
the way from Dazhdovnitsa to the cave
Utrobata (the Womb), and in addition to
an attraction, the chairs also symbolise the
hospitality, which silently awaits the first
investments in rural, cultural and ecotourism in one village on the map of
Europe, which speaks the language of art.
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[01 December 2014]
MEHMED MEHMED – CANDIDATE FROM YOUTH CENTRE KRUG – HAS BEEN
ACCEPTED AS MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL FOR YOUTH QUESTIONS AT
THE MINISTRY FOR YOUTH AND SPORT WITH MINISTER KRASEN KRALEV
number of activities from the past two
years realised in the respective sphere of
youth politics by the organisation applying
by its own nomination; the number of
young people reached by the politics, the
results achieved from the activities
performed (sustainability); the number of
trained specialists in the sphere of work
with the youth, as well as achieved results
from performed activities (sustainability);
participation of candidate organisations in
local, regional and international initiatives.

By Order № RD-09-782 of 11.28.2014, the
Minister of Youth and Sports Krassen
Kralev established the new updated
composition of the Public Council as a
consultative body to discuss issues related
to the implementation of state policies
concerning the youth. Chairman of the
Public Council will be Kalin Kamenov,
Deputy Minister of Youth and Sports, and
there will be a total of 19 the new
members. In order to ensure equal
opportunities, transparency and open
procedure, the applications for the
positions
of
new
members
were
nominated by various organisations in the
country and were selected after a
thorough evaluation of the submitted
documents,
civil
and
professional
expertise, from both the candidate
organisations and the nominated by them
experts. In the selection procedure the
following was taken into account: the
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The eminent representative of Kardzhali
region in the Public Council at the Ministry
of Youth and Sports is Mehmed Mehmed –
a candidate nominated by "Krug Youth
Center - Krug Art Movement" Foundation.
Mehmed Mehmed is 27 years old. From
2010, he has worked as a journalist in the
regional media in Kardzhali, and since
August 2013 is Senior "Public Relations" in
the
municipality
Momchilgrad.
He
graduated from Burgas Free University,
received
specialised
training
in
development and assistance for the
implementation of effective mechanisms,
tools and systems for management and
staff control in the context of the Global
Reporting Initiative.
The Public Council is an advisory unit to
the Minister of Youth and Sports with the
aim to establish positions, statements and
initiatives for solving problems within the
special jurisdiction of the Minister of Youth
and Sports, as defined in the Law on
Youth, while abiding by the principles of
transparency and publicity.

[20 December 2014]
MEET YOUR 112 OPERATOR

On Christmas Eve, the employees of
Kardzhali 112 centre were invited by Krug
Art Movement to set up an extraordinary
exhibition. The exhibition “Meet your 112
Operator” open in Krug Art Gallery. Almost
two thirds of the people working in the
centre took part in the initiative. The
exhibit presents 112 works of art –
Gobelin tapestries, hand crafted jewellery,
Christmas decoration, wall panels with sea
motifs from sand, shells and seaweed,
black-and-white archive photographs and
albums, wooden stamp for bread from
1892, icons and different objects from the
family chests.
The event is first of its kind and it
organised on Krug Art Movement in
partnership
with
the
Kardzhali
Municipality. The exhibition gives a chance
to meet “live” the people who work so
hard “behind the scenes”. The people from
Kardzhali saw for the first time in new light
those who every minute take emergency
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calls on 112 and on whom often the life,
health, security and property of citizens
depends. “The employees who take each
and every call for emergency help are not
only good professionals, but also people
with diverse interests and talents,” told
Elena Paskaleva, manager of Regional
Centre 112 Kardzhali. She made clear that
the range of specialisations of the
employees is wide – communication
technologies,
computer
technologies,
automation,
electronics,
international
economic
relations,
marketing,
management,
sustainable
regional
development,
business
management,
English, French
Russian, Turkish and
Bulgarian philology, history, physics and
mathematics, national and regional
security, medical specialists. “In addition
to going on a date with art, the visitors
and guests of the exhibition will receive
interesting information about the activities
of Foundation 112 in Brussels, which has
been created to work in cooperation with
the European emergency services and
about the “European Day of Number 112”,
started in 2009 with a joint declaration of
the EC, EP and the Council of Europe –
commented Radost Nikolaeva from Krug
Art Movement. The visitors of “EXPO 112”
managed to hear also the hymn of 112,
chosen after an internet contest organised
by the European Association of Emergency
Numbers. Regional Centre 112-Kardzhali
started its operation on September 30,
2008. It serves the regions of Plovdiv,
Pazardjik, Haskovo, Kardzhali, Smolyan
and as part of the national network can
receive calls from any part of the country.
It is also the second biggest after the
centre in Sofia – serving a population of 1
600 000 people. 84% of the employees
are women. 74% of the operators have
higher education, almost all of whom with
a Masters degree.

